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Baseball fans and gamers cheer for the exclusive combination of innovative 
Features that Acer’s Nitro 5 brings. This heavy-hitting machine thrusts you into 
the gaming world and lets you power through demanding video-editing projects, 
movies and games — thanks to its superior hardware components! 
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We didn’t build the 
ELANTRA to win 
a bunch of awards. 


Hyundai ELANTRA 


2021 North American Car of the Year™ 


The ELANTRA makes life’s journey better with innovations in technology, safety 

and design, all with standard Complimentary Maintenance and America’s Best ED HY LJ Mm D am | 
Warranty. And if it just so happens to win the most prestigious award in the 

industry along the way, well, that’s just icing on the cake. 


Preproduction ELANTRA N Line shown. Complimentary maintenance includes Hyundai approved oil and oil filter change (except for electric vehicles and fuel cell electric vehicles) plus tire rotation at normal 
factory scheduled maintenance intervals for 3 years or 36,000 miles, whichever comes first. More frequent maintenance due to severe driving or conditions is excluded. Offer valid only for new 2020 - 2021 
Hyundai models purchased or leased on or after February 1, 2020. See your Hyundai dealer for further details and limitations. America's Best Warranty claim based on total package of warranty programs. 
See dealer for LIMITED WARRANTY details. Hyundai is a registered trademark of Hyundai Motor Company. All rights reserved. ©2021 Hyundai Motor America. 
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PIRATES 


By Jim Lachimia 


It’s Year Two for the Pittsburgh Pirates 
operating under the direction and leadership 
of General Manager Ben Cherington, and 
everyone associated with the team is 
delighted that a more standard baseball 
season appears to be in store after 
experiencing a 2020 campaign that was 


anything but normal. With that in mind, Cherington IN | RD ER TO B U | LD 
took bold, aggressive, and 

Last year spring training camps all over decisive action with clear goals 

Florida and Arizona abruptly shut down in mind. Shortly after baseball’s A WI N N I N G TEAM 


in the second week of March because of Winter Meetings early last 


the coronavirus pandemic. Major League December, he said: AN D SUSTAI N THAT 


Baseball’s 2020 regular season wound up 


starting four months later than originally “In order to build a winning team IN PITTSBU RGH 
and sustain that in Pittsburgh, 9 


scheduled, in late July instead of late 

March. What’s more, it included only 60 we're going to need to continue WE’RE GO | N G TO 

games rather than the usual 162, and fans to focus on accumulation 

were not able to attend games anywhere of talent, and then the 

in the country. development of that talent. That N E E D TQ co NTI N U E 
comes from all different avenues 


It was under those unusual circumstances and trade is one of them.” T | FOCUS A] N 


that Cherington and his baseball operations 


staff — including Manager Derek Shelton That was an indication of things AC U M U LATI | N | F 
and his coaches — spent as much time to come. In exactly one month's 

as they could in evaluation mode. They time — between December 24 TALENT. AN D TH EN 
familiarized themselves with the talent and January 24 — Cherington 9 

on hand — the skills of each player, their engineered three major deals 

strengths and weaknesses, their make-up, sending first baseman Josh Bell TH E D EVE LO p M E NT 


and their potential role on the team in future to Washington, pitcher Joe 

years. They assessed players individually Musgrove to San Diego, and a] F THAT TALENT. 

and as a group to determine the best path pitcher Jameson Taillon to New 

forward for the organization. York (A.L.). BEN CHERINGTON 

The Pirates finished the abbreviated In return for the trio of established Christmas Eve. “That clarity has come 
2020 campaign with a 19-41 mark. Facing performers, the Pirates received a total of with the knowledge that in order to build 
only teams from the National League 11 players. Four of them — pitchers David a talent base that’s big enough, deep 
Central and American League Central, the Bednar, Roansy Contreras, Wil Crowe and enough and dynamic enough to win, we 
competition was formidable as seven of Miguel Yajure — were added to Pittsburgh’s need to add more. 

those nine teams qualified for postseason 4O-man roster. At age 26, Bednar and Crowe 

play. In addition, 15 of Pittsburgh’s losses were the oldest members of that 1l-man “When we have guys who might be at the 
came by one run, which was the most for group of new Pirates. The youngest — point in their career where we have less 
any team in the major leagues. The Bucs outfielder Hudson Head and pitcher Eddy time with them, and there’s an opportunity 
also suffered 11 losses in the opposing Yean — were both 19. to add more talent that we'll have longer — 
teams’ last at bat, including five of the add multiple players that we'll have more 
walk-off variety. Injuries also negatively “Having been here a little over a year, it’s time with — those are the kinds of things 
affected the won-loss record, especially on given me an opportunity to get more clear we’re going to have to be willing to do 
the pitching side. Nonetheless, the quality on what we are — our player group, our even when it involves someone like Josh. 
of baseball overall simply wasn’t good current team, our talent base in the minor That’s the realization. That’s where we are. 
enough and it was determined that an leagues, and what that means in terms of We need to be focused and aggressive 
infusion of talent was needed to be able to how close we are to winning,” Cherington about adding talent.” 


return to winning ways. said after completing the Bell trade on 
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When discussing the trades that involved 
Bell, Musgrove and Taillon, the GM’s 
message remained the same: Likeable 

guy. Likeable player. Did a good jobina 
Pirates’ uniform. Respect him personally and 
professionally. Appreciate what he did on 
the field and in the community. Not an easy 
decision but necessary, nonetheless. 


“More than anything else, | believe what 
Pirates fans want is a winning team more 
than they want to root for a single player, 
even one who is a really good guy anda 
really good player. That’s how we see it,” 
said the 46-year-old Cherington, who won 
a World Championship in his second season 
as general manager of the Boston Red Sox 
in 2013. “Those of us in baseball operations, 
that’s what we wake up thinking about every 
day. How do we build a winning team, and 
one that can be sustainable? 


“| think that’s what Pirates fans care about 
more than anything else — and being honest 
about that and seeing the level of effort put 
towards that. In order to build that winning 
team our fans deserve, it’s going to require 
making some decisions like this along the 
way to give ourselves enough talent to be 
able to do that.” 


When a member of the media doubled back 
and asked if the Pirates care how fans feel 
about recognizable players like Bell, Musgrove 
and Taillon being traded away, Cherington 
said: “We want to be trusted to make decisions 
and lead and build a great team here. And 
yes, we do care. But we have to weigh that 
external input with what we feel is best for 
the Pirates in the long run. These things are 
always going to be hard when they involve 
a player that’s well liked and has performed 
well at the major league level.” 


IN ORDER TO BUILD THAT WINNING 
TEAM OUR FANS DESERVE, IT’S 
GOING TO REQUIRE MAKING SOME 
DECISIONS LIKE THIS ALONG THE 
WAY TO GIVE OURSELVES ENOUGH 
TALENT TO BE ABLE TO DO THAT. 


BEN CHERINGTON 


When you weave in the January 2020 deal 
that sent outfielder Starling Marte to Arizona 
in exchange for shortstop Liover Peguero 
and pitcher Brennan Malone, that makes 13 
players acquired by Cherington in exchange 
for four veterans. 


Those moves were made primarily with future 
seasons in mind, but several more subtle, 
under-the-radar moves he engineered since 
the end of last season added to the base of 
talent for 2021. Among those that involved 
players with major league experience were: 
Signing pitchers Tyler Anderson and Trevor 
Cahill as free agents; acquiring outfielder 
Dustin Fowler from Oakland and pitcher 
Duane Underwood Jr. from Chicago (N.L.); 
claiming catcher Michael Perez off waivers 
from Tampa Bay; and signing pitcher Chasen 
Shreve, catcher Tony Wolters, first baseman 
Todd Frazier, infielder Wilmer Difo, and 
outfielder Brian Goodwin as minor league 
free agents and inviting them to major league 
spring training camp. 


So, the plan to restock the organization with 
talent is well underway. Not completed by 
any means, but well underway. 


What’s the timetable for the Pirates to return 
to winning ways and postseason play? That’s 
a question Cherington is frequently asked. 


“We're going to work as hard as we can to 
get there as fast as we can,” he said last 
December. “I’m not good enough to know 
exactly when that arrives. Every day we’re 
going to stay focused on: What do we need 
to do to build a winning team? Whether 
that’s acquiring talent, developing talent, 
making changes with how we deploy talent, 
what we do to help players get better. If we 
do that consistently every day, then we’re 
going to get to that point where we feel like, 

‘Okay, it’s time to shift and look at options 
differently. Look at adding in a different way. 
Adding at the major league level.’ 


“We'll get to that, and we’re going to work 
as hard as we can to get there as fast as we 
possibly can. I’m not going to give you a 
timeline because | don’t have one. But when 
you look across the league, you see that it 
can happen at different paces. It really can. 


“It was clear to us that to get to where 

we want to go, we just needed lots more 
players. They’re not all going to turn out. 
We just need lots of them and then we 
really need to pour into development. The 
acquisition of players is one half of it. The 
development is just as important, and we 
need to pour into that now.” 
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During the first week of March, the Pirates 
and PNC Bank announced a 10-year 
extension to their current agreement, with 
the centerpiece being the continued naming 
rights of PNC Park. Financial terms of the 
deal were not disclosed. 


PNC has maintained strong support of 

the Pirates for decades, and the bank was 
instrumental in the success of PNC Park 
from its inception. With the original 20-year 
naming rights agreement set to expire 

prior to the 2021 season, the two iconic 
Pittsburgh institutions agreed to extend the 
relationship and ensure that the ballpark 
keeps its name. 


“Simply put, the Pittsburgh Pirates are 

our hometown baseball team, and as 
Pittsburgh’s hometown bank, we believe 
the opportunity to renew our agreement 
makes a great deal of sense,” said Lou 
Cestello, head of Regional Markets and 
regional president for PNC in Pittsburgh. 
“Our relationship with the Pirates is a natural 
fit, as our two organizations share a focus 
on providing opportunities for those in our 
community to succeed — especially, young 
children and families.” 


“It’s an honor for us to begin the next chapter 
with PNC. We have long been proud of 

the relationship between our two brands, 
and we are pleased that PNC shares our 
optimism in the new course we have set 

as an organization,” said Pirates President 
Travis Williams. “The spirit of this agreement 
reaches well beyond the ballpark. PNC’s 
shared pride in our city and commitment to 
make a difference in our community remains 
an important aspect of our work together.” 


Both organizations will continue their 
ongoing commitment to making a 
meaningful impact in the community by 
supporting programs and initiatives aimed 
at improving the lives of others, especially 
youth throughout the Pittsburgh region. 


Premier Partnerships, which consults with 
the Pirates organization on their commercial 
strategy, served as advisors to the Pirates on 
the PNC Park naming rights renewal. 


The Pirates and PNC broke ground for the 
ballpark back on April 7, 1999, and PNC Park 
officially opened its gates on April 9, 2001 
when the Bucs hosted the Cincinnati Reds. 
Regarded by many as the best ballpark ever 
built, PNC Park is an intimate, two-level 
structure, which offers all fans dramatic 
views of the Downtown skyline and players 
a natural grass playing surface. 


®PNC PARK 


HOME OF THE PITTSBURGH PIRATES 


THE SPIRIT OF THIS AGREEMENT 
REACHES WELL BEYOND THE 
BALLPARK. PNC’S SHARED PRIDE 
IN OUR CITY AND COMMITMENT 
TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN 

OUR COMMUNITY REMAINS AN 
IMPORTANT ASPECT OF OUR 
WORK TOGETHER. 


TRAVIS WILLIAMS 


The 2021 campaign is the Pirates’ 135th 
season in the National League and their 
21st at PNC Park. As part of the renewal of 
the agreement, the organizations updated 
the logo of the ballpark. 


“PNC is a Pittsburgh institution, like the 


Pirates,” Williams said. “For our two 
organizations to work together over the 

past 20 years and provide one of the best 
ballparks in America, like PNC Park — and 

be able to do that for another 10 years, | 
couldn’t think of a better opportunity to work 
together for our city and for all of our fans.” 


“We’re two iconic brands and two 


companies that are so important to this 
region and this city,” Cestello added. 


“We've had a great relationship with 


the Pirates and with the Nutting family. 
Pittsburgh needs to be a major league 
town and the relationship between us 
is so important to making that happen. 
We look forward to continuing the 
relationship and continuing to have 
Pittsburgh be a place that I’m proud to 
call home.” 
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VISITS 


Offered Daily! 


TO REGISTER: laroche.edu/visit 
844-838-4578 | 412-536-1272 
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Baseball games taking place at PNC Park 
without fans in the stands was unimaginable 
prior to last year, but that’s what happened 
in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
That’s also what made the announcement the 


Pirates made on March 11 this year so exciting. 


That day, the team revealed it was putting 
tickets on sale for the first 12 home games 
of the 2021 campaign, including the April 
8 home opener vs. the Chicago Cubs. The 
Pirates did so with the knowledge that 
the number of fans would be limited to 
20 percent of PNC Park’s capacity to start 
the season, but it was a welcome step ina 
positive direction. 


WE CANNOT WAIT 
TO OPEN PNC PARK 
AND HOST OUR FANS 


FOR A SUMMER-LONG 


CELEBRATION OF 
RECONNECTING WITH 
FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
AROUND PIRATES 


BASEBALL. 


TRAVIS WILLIAMS 


The first phase of ticket sales was for Pirates 
full, half and partial season ticket holders, 
partial Flex Plan ticket holders, and other 
credited ticket holder accounts. After that 
suite holders, corporate partners, social 
media followers and registered users of 
Pirates.com had the opportunity to purchase 
tickets. Then tickets went on sale to the 
general public. The Pirates also announced 
plans to make additional tickets available on 
an approximate month-to-month basis. 


Tickets were being made available in 
seating pod allotments of two and four per 
transaction, and seating arrangements were 
being made in accordance with health and 
safety protocols with the recommended six 
feet of distance between pods. 


As part of an effort to limit touch points and 
provide the safest environment possible, the 
Pirates are making digital delivery of game 
tickets the method for fans to receive tickets 
this year. Delivery will take place via the MLB 


NEWS 


Ballpark app, a free mobile 
app available in the Apple 
and Google Play stores. 
For easy and contactless 
entry into the ballpark, 
fans will be asked to have 
their tickets ready on their 
mobile device in the MLB 
Ballpark app at the gates. 
Complete information, 
including instructions on 
downloading the MLB 
Ballpark app, is available at Pirates.com/ 
ballparkapp. 


In anticipation of the return of fans to PNC 
Park, the Pirates worked diligently on health 
and safety protocols for the 2021 season, 
which included promoting social distancing, 
implementing new touchless systems 
throughout the ballpark, and requiring face 
coverings inside the ballpark unless actively 
eating or drinking. 


The Pirates eliminated as many touch points 
as possible by investing in new touchless 
systems throughout PNC Park — including 
bathroom fixtures, points of sale for food, 
beverage and merchandise (with cashless 
checkout) and the overall digital experience. 
The ballclub also worked strategically to 
open up the concourses and alleviate pinch 
points by removing structures such as 
portable sales kiosks and other impediments. 
Air filtration systems in the closed spaces 
such as suites and clubs were also upgraded. 


“All of us at the Pirates have worked 


extremely hard over the past year with 
our partners at AHN, Highmark and Major 
League Baseball to actively prepare for 
the safe and healthy return of fans to PNC 
Park,” Pirates President Travis Williams 
said. “We are thrilled to be able to put 
those plans into action. Most importantly, 
our fans’ health and safety will continue 
to be our top priority and we will have a 
number of protocols in place to ensure we 
can all enjoy games at PNC Park in a safe 
and healthy manner. 


“We cannot wait to open PNC Park 


and host our fans for a summer-long 
celebration of reconnecting with family 
and friends around Pirates baseball. We 
would like to thank Governor Tom Wolf, 
County Executive Rich Fitzgerald and 
Mayor Bill Peduto as well as all of our state, 
county and local health officials for their 
leadership as we navigated through so 
many unknowns during this pandemic.” 


The MLB Ballpark app is the perfect mobile 
companion to the gameday experience 
at PNC Park. It complements and 
personalizes the experience with digital 
ticketing functionality, mobile check-in 
offers, rewards and exclusive content. 
This season, the PNC Park experience will 
be completely mobile with the Pirates 
also offering interactive games and 
entertainment through the app — such as 
the Pierogy Race, song voting, hat shuffle 
game, baseball bingo and more. 


Available at 
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Intel technologies may require enabled hardware, software or service activation. 
For more complete information about performance and benchmark results, visit www.intel.com/benchmarks 


"Intel® Wi-Fi 6 (Gig+) products support optional 160 MHz channels, enabling the fastest possible theoretical maximum speeds (2402 Mbps) for typical 
2x2 802.11ax PC Wi-Fi products. Premium Intel® Wi-Fi 6 (Gig+) products enable 2-4X faster maximum theoretical speeds compared standard 2x2 
(1201 Mbps) or 1x1 (600 Mbps) 802.11ax PC Wi-Fi products, which only support the mandatory requirement of 80 MHz channels. 

For more complete information about Intel® Wi-Fi 6 (Gig+), visit intel.com/wifi6disclaimers 


© Intel Corporation. Intel, the Intel logo, and other Intel marks are trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries. Other names and brands may be 
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During his introductory press conference 
in late October of 2019, Pirates President 
Travis Williams recognized the need to 
think differently when it comes to the fan 
experience. 


The organization has placed trust in the 
former Pittsburgh Penguins executive to 
reshape the front office with a fan-first 
mindset and a keen focus on the complete 
fan experience, and the way in which the 
ballclub engages with its fanbase. 


“His experience in our market was a deciding 
factor as we were in search of a trusted and 
knowledgeable candidate with a familiarity 
of the region and the fan base,” Pirates 
Chairman Bob Nutting said during Williams’ 
introduction. “I strongly believe Travis is the 
right choice to move us forward.” 


The pandemic forced the organization to 
adapt its plans as the Pirates worked to 
connect with fans virtually and make sure 
season ticket holders and casual fans were 
as informed and connected as possible. 
During the season, the Pirates were able to 
offer fans unique ways to follow along with 
the ballpark experience via social media, the 
MLB Ballpark app and Pirates.com. 


Now that the Pirates are welcoming fans 
back to the ballpark, the renewed focus on 
the fan experience and creating personal 
memories will take precedent. Williams 
understands the importance of strong 
relationships with the team’s fans and that 
the overall customer experience is what truly 
makes attending games at PNC Park special. 


Over a period of several months, Williams 
made moves to create a front office with 

a fan-first mindset by strategically adding 
several key members to the leadership team 
with successful track records of engagement 
and strategy. Among those are new 
Executive Vice President of Marketing and 
Fan Engagement, Stephen Perkins. Perkins 
joined the Pirates from the Washington 
Football Team where he oversaw the club’s 
marketing, creative and business intelligence 
activities. Prior to that, Perkins worked for 
Under Armour where he gained experience 
in brand affinity and consumer engagement. 


“Stephen is an exciting addition to our front 
office as he brings high-level experience in 
several key areas — including brand strategy, 
fan engagement and digital marketing,” 
Williams said. “He will offer a unique 
perspective and add a trusted voice to our 
leadership team as we continue to enhance 
the fan experience.” 
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DESPITE THE LIMITED CAPACITY 
TO START THE SEASON, THE TEAM 
HAS BEGUN TO MOVE AWAY FROM 
A TRANSACTIONAL MINDSETTOA 
RELATIONSHIP-BASED MINDSET 
IN EVERYTHING IT DOES. 


In addition, Williams brought David Burke 

on board as Executive Vice President of 
Sales and Business Development. In that role, 
Burke will lead the ticket sales, premium 
sales, partnership sales, event sales, and 
business analytics departments with a focus 
on enhancing fan and partner engagement. 


Burke joined the Pirates from the Kroenke 
Sports and Entertainment Group, where he 
served in the role of Executive Vice President 
and Chief Strategy Officer since 2012. 


“David not only brings a high level of 
expertise and proven track record of success 
to his new role, but just as important, he has 
a personality, demeanor and work ethic that 
will be a perfect fit within our city,” Williams 
said. “He understands the importance of 
relationships, as well as how to deliver value 
to our fans and partners.” 


With the leadership team taking shape, the 
Pirates are excited to begin this journey with 
the fans to reconnect with each other and 
understand the path forward for the team 
on the field and in the front office. 


Despite the limited capacity to start the 
season, the team has begun to move 

away from a transactional mindset to a 
relationship-based mindset in everything 

it does. The Pirates have begun to revamp 
heir fan engagement practices, ticket 
offerings, and the door-to-door fan journey. 


The ballclub has made improvements to 

hat fan journey centered on the health and 
safety of all guests. Those include improving 
he fan flow on the main concourse by 
alleviating certain pinch points and widening 
he area available to fans. 


The Pirates have also implemented touchless 
systems in all restrooms throughout the park, 
enhanced food offerings, and improved the 
digital experience for their fans. 


Wash your mitts. 


Help slow the spread by washing for 


20 seconds and wearing your mask. 
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of the Pittsburgh Pirates. 
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PIRATES HOST VACCINATION CLINICS 
AT PNC PARK WITH ALLEGHENY HEALTH 
NETWORK AND HIGHMARK HEALTH 


Taking action to help curb the COVID-19 pandemic in the Pittsburgh region, 
the Pirates teamed up with Allegheny Health Network and Highmark Health 
to host vital large-scale vaccination clinics at PNC Park early this year. 


The first clinic, which took place on February 6 at the ballpark’s Home 

Plate Club, was designed specifically for high-risk patients ages 75 and 
older. More than 2,500 eligible AHN patients who were notified to make an 
appointment registered for the event and received their first dose of the 
vaccine. Those recipients returned to PNC Park on February 27 for their 
second dose. 

Another group, which included nearly 3,500 high-risk seniors, received their 


first shot of the COVID-19 vaccine during a February 20 clinic at PNC Park. 
Those individuals returned and received their second dose on March 13. 


WE REALIZE THERE’S 
A GREATER PURPOSE 


BEYOND THE USE OF PNC 


PARK FOR BASEBALL. 


TRAVIS WILLIAMS 


“We are extremely proud to be a part of this event,” Pirates President 
Travis Williams said on February 20. “Between today’s clinic and 
the other event that we did a couple weeks ago, we’ve been able 
to vaccinate more than 6,000 people. That’s tremendous obviously, 
but it’s only the tip of the iceberg. We are hoping that we can carry 
this momentum forward and continue to partner with AHN and 
Highmark to do more of these throughout the coming months. 


“It’s extremely important that we realize there’s a greater purpose 
beyond the use of PNC Park for baseball. Obviously, that is our core 
business, but we realize that times like these are when Pittsburghers 
step up, lean in and help out. And there’s no better way to do that 
than to offer up PNC Park to AHN and Highmark to do an event like 
this.” 


Based on the limited supply of the COVID-19 vaccine, AHN initially 
held appointment-only vaccination clinics that targeted the most 
vulnerable populations. As the vaccine supply increased and became 
more reliable, the plan was to offer vaccinations to more people. 


“AHN, Highmark Health and the Pirates have a long history of 
working together in various ways to promote the health and 
wellbeing of the greater Pittsburgh community and its residents,” 
said Cynthia Hundorfean, AHN President and CEO. “We are 
extremely grateful to the Pirates for aiding our community’s 
response to the pandemic by opening PNC Park as an additional 
AHN vaccination clinic site that will help us to vaccinate a larger 
number of people in our region over the coming weeks and months 
as more vaccine supply becomes available.” 


Williams shared that the Pirates’ involvement with the vaccination 
clinics began with a conversation he had with the team’s chairman, 
Bob Nutting. 


“Bob and | talked about the fact there was a need for vaccinations, 
and we have a ballpark that can accommodate large groups,” 
Williams said. “Our friends at AHN and Highmark were looking 

for a place to be able to get out into the community and vaccinate 
as many people as possible. And honestly, that’s how we’re going 
to be able to get through this pandemic, is to get as many people 
vaccinated as possible. We couldn’t ask for a better partnership 
than we have with AHN and Highmark.” 


Allegheny Health Network, a Highmark Health company, is an 
integrated healthcare delivery system serving the greater 

Western Pennsylvania region. The network is composed of 13 
hospitals, ambulatory surgery centers, Health + Wellness Pavilions, 
an employed physician organization, home and community- 

based health services, a research institute and a group purchasing 
organization. It provides patients with access to a complete spectrum 
of advanced medical services, including nationally recognized 
programs for primary and emergency care, cardiovascular disease, 
cancer care, orthopedic surgery, neurology and neurosurgery, 
women’s health, diabetes and more. 


At the time of this reporting, AHN has administered more than 15,000 
vaccine doses at PNC Park in partnership with the Pirates. 
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Last year was an especially challenging one for local families as 
well as small businesses and non-profit organizations — many 
of whom struggled to maintain their day-to-day operations. 

The Pirates worked from the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic 
to help fill needs throughout the communities in which the team 
has a presence. 


During the pandemic, the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food 
Bank saw a substantial uptick in the demand for food. The Pirates 
organization prioritized supporting the group throughout the year 
and helped to serve local families by hosting several community 
food distribution events. The events provided a total of 425,000 
meals to those served by the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food 
Bank and served 30 local neighborhoods. 


The Pirates also directed funds to the food bank throughout the 
year, including a $50,000 donation in March and a $30,000 
contribution via the Home Plate Project, a Major League Baseball- 
wide initiative run in partnership with Garth Brooks’ Teammates 
for Kids Foundation and Adam Wainwright and Kyle Gibson’s Big 
League Impact. 


“We could not be prouder of our Pirates employee volunteers, and 
the people of the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank who 
make this their mission every day,” said Pirates President Travis 
Williams. 


In addition to providing support to the food bank, Pirates players 
teamed up with Pirates Charities to support front-line workers. In 
March, the team provided food for local hospitals in Pittsburgh and 
Bradenton, Florida, as a thank you to those who worked countless 
hours to battle the COVID-19 pandemic. 


In Pittsburgh, the Pirates ordered more than 400 pizzas, pasta 
and more from local restaurants and worked to deliver the goods 
to workers at area hospitals. In Bradenton, more than 1,500 front- 
line workers were served as part of the program. 


During the first week of the abbreviated 2020 baseball season, 

the Pirates launched their Family Forever campaign, an effort 
focused on togetherness and in support of fans, businesses and 
the community. The season-long initiative, in partnership with PNC, 
aimed at promoting several small businesses and non-profits from 
around the city in a continued commitment towards creating a 


stronger community. The ballclub allocated several in-game 
marketing assets, as well as social media and online promotions 

to draw awareness and support for local businesses and non-profits. 
Assets included in-broadcast live reads by Pirates announcers, 
30-second television and radio commercials produced by the 
Pirates, social media sponsorship with logo inclusion on graphics, 
in-park signage, and more. 


The campaign directed more than $358,000 in club marketing assets 
to local businesses as well as $36,000 directed to area non-profits. 


The Pirates plan to continue a version of the program in 2021 with 
support for several local small businesses planned and an awareness 
campaign scheduled throughout the season. 


“We have said it before and we truly mean it, as Pittsburghers we 


take pride in building each other up and helping where we can 
in times of trouble, that is what makes this community unique,” 
said Williams. “This has been our directive since the beginning 
of the pandemic as we have bought from local small businesses 
and partnered with area non-profits to help provide for front- 
line workers, the underserved and the community as a whole.” 


WE COULD NOT BE PROUDER OF 
OUR PIRATES EMPLOYEES AND 
PEOPLE OF THE GREATER 
PITTSBURGH COMMUNITY 
FOOD BANK. 


TRAVIS WILLIAMS 
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PIRATES OFFER “PLAY AT HOME” VIRTUAL BASEBALL/SOFTBALL CLINIC 
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This past off-season, as the pandemic kept many at home and cancelled in- 
person activities, the Pirates worked to continue their involvement with baseball 
and softball organizations throughout the local community. Understanding the 
need to continue to educate and inform during this challenging time, the Pirates 
developed a unique event to give coaches and parents the chance to tap into 
the organization’s resources. 


At the end of the abbreviated 2020 season, the Pirates created “Play Ball at 
Home,” a virtual coaching clinic and online baseball and softball event for area 
coaches and parents. The clinic included seven different instructional sessions 
led by Pirates coaches and staff as well as a virtual question-and-answer session 
led by Manager Derek Shelton, and another with pitcher Quinn Priester — 
Pittsburgh’s first-round draft pick in 2019. 


The webinar-style clinic gave coaches and parents the opportunity to hear from 
Pirates coaches from throughout the development system as well as members 
of the front office, and several minor league players. The weekend event was 
spearheaded by Pirates scouting assistant Kinza Baad, who helped to organize 
and lead the three-day clinic. 


“One of our core goals at the Pirates is to continue to grow the game of baseball 


and softball, so meeting with coaches, parents and players throughout the year 
is very important to us,” Baad said. “This past year was difficult for everyone, 
but we still wanted to be a resource for area coaches, so the team worked hard 
to ensure that we were able to offer these clinics virtually and continue our 
commitment to the community.” 


ONE OF OUR CORE GOALS 
AT THE PIRATES IS TO 
CONTINUE TO GROW 

THE GAME OF BASEBALL 
AND SOFTBALL. 


KINZA BAAD 


The line-up for the virtual baseball/softball clinic included: 


KIERAN MATTISON 

Baseball Pitching: The Greensboro 
Grasshoppers (Class A) manager discussed 
tips and drills for developing pitchers. 


BRIAN ESPOSITO 

Catching: The Indianapolis Indians 
(AAA) manager discussed the finer 
points of catching and offered insight 
on development. 


SEAN MCNALLY 

Hitting: The Pirates pro evaluation team 
leader answered questions and provided 
examples of drills for coaches to teach 
to their hitters. 
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BLAKE BUTLER 

Defense: The development coach for the 
Greesnboro Grasshoppers talked about 
drills that coaches and parents can teach 
their players to improve their glovework. 


Ww) 


All these sessions remain available 
to coaches and parents at 
pirates.com/coachesclinics. Each 
session is 30 minutes long and includes 
a question-and-answer session. 


KINZA BAAD 

Scouting: The Pirates scouting assistant 
talked about the nuances of scouting at 
the major league level. 


JAIME STUMME 

Softball Pitching: The former Point Park 
University pitcher talked about her time 
in college athletics and shared tips for 
young pitchers. 


ANDREW GIBSON 

Analytics: The Pirates assistant director 
of player development and informatics 
discussed the key metrics used in 
evaluating and teaching players. 
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Center field was another spot where 
the starter was in the to-be-determined 
category. 


Reynolds — who batted .314 (seventh-best 

in the N.L.) in 134 games as a rookie with 
Pittsburgh in 2019, but just .189 in 55 games 
last year — played extensively in center in the 
minors and is comfortable there. However, he 
figures to see more action in left. 


“He’s fundamentally in a good spot all of the 
time, and the fact that he’s comfortable 

in left field at PNC is a factor because it’s 
challenging with the cutout,” Shelton said. 
“But | feel comfortable with him in both spots 
(left and center).” 


The highly athletic Alford was considered 
the frontrunner for the center field job. 

The Pirates claimed him off waivers from 
Toronto in late August last year, but 

he appeared in only five games before 
fracturing his elbow on September 5 at PNC 
Park attempting to climb the outfield wall in 
pursuit of a home run. 


“For some reason, | thought | could knock 
that wall down,” Alford said with a laugh. 

“But it ended up with me having surgery. 
That wall is undefeated.” 


Alford appeared in only 46 games for the 
Blue Jays over parts of four seasons (2017- 
2020). But Cherington, Assistant GM Steve 
Sanders and Shelton — all of whom worked 
for the Blue Jays previously — believe he has 
a lot of untapped potential. Plus, he came to 
camp seemingly recovered from the injury. 


“We have a good idea the kind of athlete he 
is and what he can do,” Shelton said. 


After homering in his first start with 
Pittsburgh on September 2 of last year 
against the Cubs at PNC Park — blasting 

a 428-foot shot to center field — the 
26-year-old Alford said: “Il know | can be a 
great player at this level. It’s just a matter of 
playing on a regular basis, showing it, and 
believing in myself.” 


The 30-year-old Goodwin — who previously 
saw major-league duty with the Nationals, 
Royals and Angels over five years (2016- 
2020) — was also a candidate for the center 
field job. He enjoyed his finest season in 
2019 when he appeared in 136 games for 
Los Angeles (A.L.) and batted .262 with 29 
doubles, 17 home runs, 47 RBI. Goodwin has 
experience at all three outfield positions. 


“I’m at a point where | want to show all of my 
tools, put them all on display,” he said. 


Fowler, once a highly regarded prospect 
with the Yankees, can also play anywhere in 
the outfield — although Shelton mentioned 
using him in both corners and “drifting him 
into center a little bit.” He appeared in 69 
games for Oakland in 2018 but did not see 
action in the majors the past two seasons. 
The 26-year-old left-handed hitter had a 
monster year for Las Vegas (AAA) in 2019, 
hitting .277 with 25 homers, 89 RBI and 98 
runs scored. 


When Pirates pitchers and catchers 
began workouts in Bradenton, FL, 

in February, the air was thick with 
opportunities for moundsmen to win 
jobs and move up the ladder into more 
prominent roles. More so than usual, in 
both the starting rotation and bullpen. 


1M ATA POT 
WHERE 1 WANT TO 
SHOW ALL OF my 
TOOLS, FUT THEM 
ALL On DISPLAY 


OOOOOOO BRIAN GOODWIN 


Keller, who has been rated Pittsburgh’s top 
minor league prospect entering the past 
three seasons (2018-2020), has a chance to 
establish himself as a bona fide major league 
starter. Brault, who has split time between 
the bullpen and starting rotation since he 
first arrived in the big leagues in 2016, has an 
opportunity to proclaim himself as a starter. 
Kuhl, who returned to the mound last year 
after undergoing Tommy John surgery in 
September of 2018, has a chance to become 
one of the leaders of the starting staff. 


“| love starting. It’s my favorite thing to do,” 


Brault said. “So, I’m trying to cement my 
status for the long term in a starting role.” 


Meanwhile, J.T. Brubaker, Pittsburgh’s Minor 
League Pitcher of the Year in 2018, has an 
opportunity to land a regular spot in the 
rotation after making his major league debut 
last year. In addition, two free agents signed 
by the Pirates — 31-year-old lefthander 
Tyler Anderson and 33-year-old righthander 
Trevor Cahill — were projected as starters. 


Anderson was 4-3 with a 4.37 ERA in 13 
games (11 starts) with San Francisco last year 
and has previous major league experience 
with Colorado (2016-2019). Meanwhile, Cahill — 
who was Anderson’s teammate with the 
Giants in 2020 — entered this year having 
made 352 appearances (225 starts) for eight 
different major league teams over 12 seasons. 


Shortly after Anderson joined the Pirates in 
mid-February, Shelton said: 


“| definitely think he helps stabilize the 
rotation. There are a couple things | like: 
Number one, he’s left-handed. He has the 
ability to execute all four pitches. He’s a guy 
who has pitched in the National League, and 
he threw 60 innings last year. That’s a good 
chunk of innings in a 60-game season. 


The TRUTH IS THAT GOOD 
FITCHING STAFFS ARE BUILT 
ON THE BACKS OF HAVING 
MORE GOOD FITCHERS THAN 
YOU HAVE SPOTS FOR. 


BEN CHERINGTON 


When Cahill was signed about two weeks 
into Grapefruit League play, Cherington 
offered: 


“We were looking to add some more pitching, 
and Trevor was a guy we had been talking 

to for a while. I’m glad we could have it 
come together. He’s a guy who has been a 
starter and a reliever, and he’s done both 
well. The versatility, potential length, and 
ability to get ground balls is appealing.” 


One thing is for sure though: Teams can 
never have too much pitching. 


“The truth is that good pitching staffs 

are built on the backs of having more 

good pitchers than you have spots for,” 
Cherington said. “If we go into spring 
training with seven, eight, 10 really good 
options for the starting rotation, it gives us 
a chance to be good over the course of the 
season. Just like if we go into spring training 
with 15, 18 good options for the bullpen that 
gives us a better chance to be good. 


“Anytime you begin to feel confident that 
you have enough pitching, it’s exactly that 


moment that you don’t. We need to stay 
disciplined on continuing to get better. 

Part of that will come from continued 
improvements from the guys that are here, 
but we need to be dogged about continuing 
to build a deeper and more talented roster.” 


Also in the mix for possible duty as starters 
are Crowe, Cody Ponce, and Miguel Yajure. 
Ponce made five appearances (three starts) 
for the Pirates in 2020. Crowe and Yajure — 
acquired in off-season trades with the 

Nationals and Yankees, respectively — both 
pitched briefly in the majors last year. 


“There’s so much opportunity to be had for 


guys. With the departures of Trevor and Joe 
and Jamo, there are innings that need to be 
filled,” Kuhl said. “There’s a lot of healthy 
competition. It (the 
rotation) is going to look 
different, for sure.” 


There was also plenty 

of opportunity for guys 
to land bullpen work — 
both high-leverage roles 
and multiple-inning roles. 


Richard Rodriguez 
became Pittsburgh’s 
9 9 most effective late- 
inning reliever in 
2020. The 31-year-old 
righthander went 3-2 
with four saves and a 2.70 ERA in 24 games 
while striking out 34 batters in 23.1 innings and 


limiting the opposition to a .179 batting average. 


Nonetheless, Shelton did not designate him — 
or anyone — as the team’s closer. 


Other key members of the Pirates’ relief 
corps in 2021 figure to be Stratton, Crick and 
Michael Feliz — and likely Geoff Hartlieb and 
Sam Howard. Crick has been considered a 
potential closer ever since he posted a 2.39 
ERA in 64 games during his first season with 
Pittsburgh in 2018, and he relishes having a 
shot at the job. 


“What an opportunity, you know? I’m 


embracing the competition,” said Crick, who 
made only seven appearances in 2020 due 
to a lat issue. “Richie was in that role at the 
end of last year, and rightfully so. He earned 
it. He threw the most zeroes and had the 
most experience in that role. It’s going to 

be a healthy competition. It’s going to be 
whoever throws the most zeroes in a row. 
That’s who should be closing.” 


Shreve, who made 17 appearances for the 
Mets in 2020, could also land a bullpen 


role. The 30-year-old southpaw was also an 
effective reliever for the Yankees earlier in 
his career (2015-2018). Another intriguing 
acquisition was Bednar — a graduate of 
Mars (PA) High School north of Pittsburgh — 
who came over from the Padres in the 
Musgrove deal. The 26-year-old righthander 
registered double-digit saves three straight 
years in the minor leagues, including 14 
when he was a Texas League All-Star for 
Amarillo (AA) in 2019. 


WHAT An 
OFFORTUNITY, 
YOu KNOW? I'm 
EMERACING THE 
COMPETITION. 


In addition, Cherington acquired Underwood 
Jr. from the Cubs during spring training. 

The 26-year-old righthander spent parts of 
the past three seasons with Chicago and 
struck out 27 batters in 20.2 innings over 

17 appearances in 2020. 


“We’re probably looking at Duane for 


multiple innings at some point, but not 
necessarily as a starter,” Cherington said. 


“We like his stuff and how it might play up in 


the bullpen. He’s always thrown hard.” 


The Pirates finished 19-41 in 2020, but there 
was a positive development with their 
starting pitchers during the second half of 
September. Over the final 13 games, they 
posted a major league-best 1.94 ERA and 
were charged with one or fewer runs in 10 
of those 13 contests. 


That’s a small sample size, but it was 
encouraging, nonetheless. Keller, Brault, Kuhl, 
Ponce and Brubaker all made starts during 
that stretch. 
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During his final radio show of the 2020 
season on flagship station 93.7 The Fan, 
Cherington addressed the topic, saying: 


“If you keep doing work the right way and 
you keep reflecting and getting better it will, 
in time, turn into improved results. We're 
seeing that with the effort guys have made 
to improve. Whether that’s improving their 
delivery and how they’re moving, working on 
the shape of pitches, working on how they’re 
using pitches, working on mental preparation 
and game planning and the mindset of 
winning every pitch — all of that is coming 
together and manifesting into really good 
performances here down the stretch.” 


When asked about his methodology 
for evaluating whether the late-season 
improvement will carry over into 2021, 
Cherington shared: 


“You have to open up the hood and 

look a little bit deeper. You start to see 
improvement in execution of pitches, the 
quality of the pitches themselves. How many 
swings and misses are guys getting? How 
much more weak contact are guys getting? 
Those are pretty good signs that there’s 
substance behind the outcomes.” 


An offense that didn’t fire on all cylinders 
regularly was an issue for the 2020 Pirates. 
Among the 15 teams in the N.L., Pittsburgh 
finished 13th in homers (59), 14th in batting 
(.220), and last in runs scored (219). However, 
there was reason for optimism there too 
because Reynolds, (Adam) Frazier, Newman, 
and Polanco have all been much better 
hitters over the course of their careers than 
they showed a year ago — meaning they are 
excellent bounce-back candidates. 


There were plenty of high-profile players 
elsewhere who experienced a serious 
decline in offensive production in 2020. In 
fact, three former league MVPs fell into that 
category — Kris Bryant of the Cubs (2016 
N.L. MVP) hit .206 in 34 games, Jose Altuve 
of the Astros (2017 A.L. MVP) hit .219 in 48 
games, and Christian Yelich of the Brewers 
(2018 N.L. MVP) hit .205 in 58 games. 


The nearly four-month gap between the end 
of spring training in mid-March and the start 
of summer camp in early July was a factor 
as was the two-month season that worked 
against players who got off to a slow start. 


“With 2020, for a lot of hitters and not just 


Pirates hitters, it was challenging,” Shelton 
said. “There were guys who got off to 
difficult starts and it was very hard to 
rebound and pull your numbers up.” 


“I’m confident that we’ll be the players we 


are,” Reynolds added. “You can’t judge 
anyone off 2020, a 60-game season. We'll 
go out there and have a full season and we'll 
hit how we (normally) hit. | know the kind 
of player | am. | know the kind of player I’m 
going to be, and I’ve got all the confidence 
in the world in myself.” 


Adam Frazier weighed in on the topic too, 
saying: 


“| know we’ve got a lot to prove as a group. 


All of us can play a lot better than we did 
last year. Everybody knows that. There’s a 
lot of opportunity for guys to step up. | just 
want to be a consistent hitter. | know it’s in 
me to do that. It’s just a matter of executing 
the plan, finding the right swing and getting 
comfortable with that.” 


TF YOU KEEP DOING WORE 
THE RIGHT wAy AND YOU 
KEEP REFLECTING AND 
GETTING BETTER IT WIL 
IN TIME, TURN INTO 
IMPROVED RESUJTS. 


BEN CHERINGTON 
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OTHER STORYLINES INVOLVING THE 
2021 PIRATES INCLUDED: 


*How will Moran respond to the opportunity to play first base 
more regularly? The former Houston Astro started more than 100 
games for Pittsburgh at third base in both 2018 and 2019, but split 
time at first base and designated hitter with Bell last year. Moran 
collected 80 RBI with the Pirates in 2019 and led the team with 10 
homers last year. 


“He’s always recognized pitches well, made good decisions, hit a 
lot of line drives,” Cherington said. “He’s always been a good hitter 
that way. But it was really the power and the impact that he hadn’t 
quite gotten to, and he made a conscious change both in terms of 
his decision making and pitches he’s going after and his actual swing. 
Freeing himself up just to let it go and got results. | don’t see any 
reason why that shouldn’t continue.” 


COOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


*Can Polanco remain healthy, 
hold down the right field job, 
and become one of team’s 
top run producers again? The 
towering (6’5”) left-handed 
hitter is the Pirates’ longest 
tenured player, having made his 
major league debut in 2014, but 
he’s still under the age of 30. 
Polanco had seasons with more 
than 30 doubles, 20 homers and 
80 RBI in 2016 and 2018, but last 
season he struck out 65 times in 
157 at bats and hit just .153. 


“When he did hit the ball last year, he hit it consistently hard,” Shelton 
said. “That’s why the focus has been getting back to more contact, 
staying in the zone longer, and staying on the ball longer.” 


OOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


*Will Hayes become the second 
Pirate ever to win the N.L. 
Rookie of the Year award, joining 
outfielder Jason Bay who earned 
the honor in 2004? The son 
of former big leaguer Charlie 
Hayes was named N.L. Rookie 
of the Month last September 
when he hit an incredible .376 
in 24 games with Pittsburgh 
and committed only one error 
at third base. And yes, he still 
qualifies as a rookie. 


“He’s a stud. He’s got a swagger to him, but he’s really not cocky 
about it,” Todd Frazier said. “Just watching him take ground balls, 
he’s very smooth. | told him, ‘I’m here for you. | want to be here for 
you if | make this team.’” 


*Can Keller take steps toward becoming a front-of-the rotation 
starter? The 24-year-old righthander flashed his considerable skills 
last season when he compiled a 2.91 ERA in five starts for Pittsburgh 
and limited the opposition to a .132 batting average. In six seasons in 
the minors, Keller struck out 566 batters in 539.1 innings. 


“He’s a young man who’s got really good stuff,” Cherington said. “He’s 
working hard and developing into a good major league pitcher. He’s 
going to be a good major league starting pitcher. 


QCOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


*Who will play in support of Stallings, who started 40 of Pittsburgh’s 
60 games in 2020 and logged 345.1 innings behind the plate, the 
most of any catcher in the N.L. Perez, who played for American 
League champion Tampa Bay last year, and Wolters, who spent the 
past five seasons with Colorado, are the leading candidates. One 
thing is for sure, Stallings has the respect of his teammates. 


“Every pitch you throw, you know he’s working his tail off to get it 
for you. Even if it’s three baseballs outside, he’s going to try and 
get you that strike,” Keller said. “And with a guy at third, | have 
every confidence he’s going to knock it down and keep it in front of 
him. It’s a really big confidence boost for all of us pitchers having 
him back there.” 


QOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


When it comes to determining who will receive the most playing 
time in 2021, Shelton said: 


“It’s going to be based on meritocracy. If you’re playing well and 
doing a good job, you’re going to continue to get opportunities. We 
want to get better, and we need to get better. Competition is a 
healthy thing. It brings out the best in people. 


“We have young players that are hungry. We've talked about 
opportunities and we’ve talked about competition. We've talked 
about specific things guys need to do to get better and put 
themselves in situations to play more.” 
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DAZZLING DEBUT 


HAYES AMONG TOP CANDIDATES FOR NATIONAL LEAGUE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 
AFTER REMARKABLE PERFORMANCE FOR PIRATES LAST SEPTEMBER 


During his impressive first month in the big leagues, Ke’Bryan Hayes did something his father, 
Charlie Hayes, never accomplished in 14 seasons in the majors. He collected five hits ina 
single contest. 


During the Pirates’ next-to-last game of the abbreviated 2020 season on September 26, 
Hayes went 5-for-5 with three doubles and three runs scored in an 8-O triumph over the 
Cleveland Indians at Progressive Field. 


Watching Ke’Bryan’s remarkable performance conclude with a ninth-inning double to the gap 
in right-center field, color analyst John Wehner exclaimed: “He’s hitting it like a man. That’s 
what | like about it. He’s driving the ball. No little bloopers or infield hits. He makes it look easy. 
I'll tell you, that’s just smooth swinging right there.” 


Charlie Hayes had nearly 1,400 hits in a major league uniform, but never five in one game, 
and his son — playfully — made sure he knew that. 


“My Dad played for a long time and never did that, so being able to have that little bragging 
right on him was pretty cool,” Ke’Bryan said. 


than what he did with the bat. In fact, he 
won three straight Rawlings Gold Glove 
Awards (2017-2019) as the finest fielding 
third baseman in minor league baseball. 
Smooth, natural (great instincts), highly 
athletic, fundamentally sound — he’s all 
of that on defense. 


But did his offensive production in his first 
big-league stint surprise even him? 


“It did, but at the same time, once you’ve 


worked so hard for something it boosts 
your confidence for whenever you’re in 
games,” said Hayes, who was selected by 
the Pirates as a supplemental first-round 
draft pick out of Tomball (TX) High School 


The emerging third baseman collected two hits, including a dinger, in four at bats in the 
season finale on September 27. Going 7-for-9 in his final two contests raised his batting 

average from .329 to its final .376. After being recalled from the alternate training site in 
Altoona on September 1, Hayes went 32-for-85 with seven doubles, two triples and five 

homers in 24 games for Pittsburgh. 


Because he had fewer than 130 at bats last season and fewer than 45 days on the active 
roster, he still qualifies as a rookie. In fact, Hayes is widely considered to be a top candidate 
for this year’s National League Rookie of the Year Award — along with Atlanta pitcher lan 
Anderson, St. Louis outfielder Dylan Carlson and Miami pitcher Sixto Sanchez. 


Hayes could become the second Pirate ever to be voted N.L. Rookie of the Year, following 
outfielder Jason Bay, who accomplished the feat in 2004. 


In five years in the Pirates’ farm system, Hayes received more acclaim for his defensive skills 


in 2015. “To be as young as | am and go out 
and make an impact like | did was great. 
It was kind of surprising for me, but after 
being able to play a few games, | felt like 

| belonged out there.” 


Ben Cherington believes the combination 
of bloodline, physical tools, knowledge 
of the game and work ethic has enabled 
Hayes to become the player he is today. 


“What sticks out is that he’s just really 


comfortable on a baseball field,” the 
Pirates’ GM said. “You can chalk that up to 
being the son of a major leaguer, and that 
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certainly may have something to do with 
it, but | don’t think it’s giving Ke’ enough 
credit to say it’s because of his dad. 


“This is a young man who has spent the 
better part of his life observing the game 
with a purpose and playing the game with 
a purpose. He understands, at a pretty 
high level, what’s going on out there. What 
he needs to anticipate. What he needs to 
do defensively. What a pitcher is trying 
to do to him. It doesn’t mean he won’t go 
through a tough stretch. Every player will. 
But it’s been exciting to watch him.” 


Pirates Manager Derek Shelton added: 
“Ke’Bryan is a key part of the foundation 
that we're building, and we saw it last 
year with what he came up and did. By no 
stretch of the imagination are we going to 
put it on one player — or probably a group 
of one, two or three players — but he’s 
definitely part of that foundation.” 


Ke’Bryan isn’t the first member of his family 
to play for the Pirates. Charlie signed with 
Pittsburgh as a free agent in December of 
1995 and started 120 games at third base in 
1996 before being traded to the New York 
Yankees in late August. Charlie caught the 
final out of the World Series that year as 
The Bronx Bombers defeated the Atlanta 
Braves, four games to two. 


CHARLIE 
HAYES 


» 
Aw 


Ke’Bryan was born a few months after his 
father’s famous moment — in January of 1997 
— and would love to claim more than one 
World Championship to gain the upper hand 
in the family bragging rights battle again. 


Charlie’s final season as an active player 
was 2001. Since 2005, he has run a baseball 
school in North Houston called Big League 
Baseball Academy. In that setting, Ke’Bryan 
sharpened his skills, often practicing with 
kids much older than him. 


“When | was like 7,8, 9, 10 years old | would 
get my home work done as soon as | got 
out of school, then | would just go straight 
there,” Ke’Bryan recalled. “My dad worked 
with multiple teams, and | would practice 
with all of them really — kids who were my 
age, all the way up to 16. 


KE’BRYAN ISA 

KEY PART OF THE 
FOUNDATION THAT 
WE’RE BUILDING, AND 
WE SAW IT LAST YEAR 
WITH WHAT HE CAME 
UP AND DID. 


DEREK SHELTON 


“| put hours and hours and hours of work 


in for baseball. Every now and then | 
would hang out with a small group of 
close friends. But people would ask me 

if | wanted to hang out and |’d tell them 
that | either had a baseball tournament or 
practice. So yeah, | put in a lot of time to 
help get me where | am today.” 


When MLB Network unveiled its list of 
baseball’s top third basemen early in 
2021, the first five were Anthony Rendon 
of Los Angeles (A.L.), Alex Bregman of 
Houston, Nolan Arenado of St. Louis, 
Jose Ramirez of Cleveland, and Manny 
Machado of San Diego. 


“| grew up watching a lot of those guys play 


and seeing videos and clips of them talking 
about the game,” the 24-year-old Hayes 
said. “I just try to see what applies and 
what will help me. All of those guys, seeing 
their work ethic on and off the field and 
their attention to detail every day, it would 
be an honor to be included in that group.” 


Even though he didn’t have any symptoms, 
Hayes tested posted for coronavirus 

at the start of what became known as 
Spring Training 2.0 in early July last year. 
Otherwise, he may have been able to join 
the Pirates earlier. 


Nonetheless, in making his big-league 
debut on September 1 against the Chicago 
Cubs at PNC Park, Hayes went 2-for-5 with 
a double, a home run, three runs scored 
and two RBI. The only downer was his 
parents were not able to attend, due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. Nonetheless, he was 
off and running on his way to capturing the 
N.L. Rookie of the Month award. 


“Yeah, to be able to have a debut like that 


really boosted my confidence,” he said. 


“And | made two or three good plays on 


defense. Once | was able to do both of 
those — get those two hits and make some 
plays in the field — and finally get back 
into some real baseball games, it was very 
humbling for me. 


“My family was proud of me. All the coaches | 


had growing up, they were all proud of me. 
Just being able to reflect that night about 
how far | had come and all the work that | 
put in since | was four or five years old. All 
the blisters, all the batting practice my Dad 
threw to me. All the tournaments, and all 
the money my parents spent for me to be 
able to get exposure. All of that helped me 
get to where | am today. And I’m grateful 
for all of it.” 
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At Pirates spring training camp in 
Bradenton this year you didn’t have to walk 
very far before you bumped into a talented 
shortstop. 


Erik Gonzalez, Kevin Newman, and Cole 
Tucker all arrived in Florida in February as 
legitimate candidates for the starting job 
at that position. In addition, three other 
shortstops in camp were ranked among 
Pittsburgh’s top minor league prospects 
by MLB Pipeline — Oneil Cruz at #3, Liover 
Peguero at #5, and Ji-Hwan Bae at #15. 


Gonzalez, Tucker and Newman all spent 
time as the Pirates’ starting shortstop in 
2019. Gonzalez won the job out of spring 
training but suffered a fractured collarbone 
in a collision with centerfielder Starling 
Marte three weeks into the season. With 
Newman also sidelined at that point — with 
a finger injury — Tucker stepped in and 
started at shortstop after being called up 
from Indianapolis (AAA). 


After returning from the injured list, 
Newman was able to establish himself 
and ended up batting .308 in 130 games 
for Pittsburgh and starting at shortstop 
93 times in 2019. Gonzalez, the smoothest 
fielder of the trio, was the Pirates’ most 
frequent starter at shortstop (36 games) 
during the abbreviated 2020 season. 


Heading into 2021, the competition for the 
shortstop job was interesting because all 
three candidates have pedigree. Tucker 
and Newman were selected in the first 
round of the MLB draft in back-to-back 
years — Tucker out of Mountain Pointe 
High School in Phoenix in 2014 and 
Newman from the University of Arizona 

in 2015. Gonzalez spent time in the big 
leagues with the Cleveland Indians in 
2016, 2017 and 2018, but was stuck behind 
Francisco Lindor, who was an American 
League All-Star all three of those years. 


“We've got three guys that we think are 


all capable of earning a lot of playing 
time there,” Pirates GM Ben Cherington 
said during the off-season. “We also don’t 
feel like any of them just have a right to 
it, necessarily, so there’s an opportunity. 
We’re going to push all of them to win that 
or win as much of it as they can. There’s 
enough flexibility there in different ways 
where, if one starts to earn more of that, 
then there’s other things that those other 
guys can do.” 


“We feel really good about all three of those 


guys,” Pirates Manager Derek Shelton 
added. “The other thing | feel really good 
about is all three of those guys can play 
other positions. They can bounce around 
the field, and versatility is going to be 
extremely important to this club.” 


Gonzalez can move comfortably between 
shortstop, second base and third base. 
Prior to 2021, Newman had spent time at 
second base in the minors (21 games) and 
majors (51 games). Meanwhile, Tucker put 
his athleticism on display in 2020 when he 
appeared in 20 games in center field and 16 
in right field. 


No matter how the Gonzalez-Newman- 
Tucker competition plays out, the Pirates 
have another wave of shortstops coming 
behind them in Cruz, Peguero and Bae. 


ONEIL 
CRUZ 


The 22-year-old Cruz — who at 6'7" is 
quite tall for a shortstop — was acquired 
from the Los Angeles Dodgers in the 
Tony Watson deal during the summer of 
2017. Cruz has as much raw power as any 
player in the Pirates organization, and his 
throwing arm is one of the strongest in 
minor league baseball. 


Peguero, who at age 20 is the youngest 
member of the group, was acquired 

from the Arizona Diamondbacks in the 
Marte deal in January of 2020. So far, his 
professional experience has been limited 
to 101 games in the low minors, but scouts 
rate him as a plus hitter with excellent 
hands and arm strength defensively. 


The 21-year-old Bae — who can also play 
second base — signed with the Pirates as 
a non-drafted free agent in March of 2018. 
The native of Daegu, South Korea batted 


.523 with 25 doubles, 31 stolen bases and 


69 runs scored in 86 games for Greensboro 
(Low-A) in his first full professional season 
in 2019. 


Shortstop is an important position on any 
team, and the Pirates have talent and 
depth at that position for both 2021 and 
future seasons. 
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QAR DARA DRDO A 


RAY IER Mitch Keller was 18 


years old and fresh out 

of Xavier High School 
in Cedar Rapids, lowa, when he made his 
professional debut with the Gulf Coast 
League Pirates back in 2014. 


What kind of pitcher was he when he 
joined the organization as a second-round 
draft pick that summer? 


“Oh wow. When | was 18 years old, | was 
just throwing the ball,” Keller recalled. “I 
didn’t really know much about the game, or 
sequencing of pitches or anything like that. 
was just kind of throwing it as hard as | 
could. So, I’ve grown a lot in that sense.” 


ndeed, he has. 


After being ranked Pittsburgh’s top minor 
eague prospect entering each of the past 
three years, Keller — who will turn 25 during 
the first week of the 2021 campaign — has a 
chance to step into the limelight and play a 
key role in the Pirates’ starting rotation. That 
rotation also figures to include Chad Kuhl, 
Steven Brault, JT Brubaker and the newly 
acquired Tyler Anderson. 


MITCH 
KELLER 


In six years in the minor leagues, Keller 
was brilliant, compiling a 36-22 record with 
a 3.12 ERA in 106 games (105 starts) and 
striking out 566 batters in 539.1 innings. He 
went a combined 12-4 for three different 
Pirates farms clubs in 2018, and two 
years ago with Indianapolis (AAA) was 
named the International League’s Most 
Outstanding Pitcher. 


Keller made his major league debut in 2019 
when he started 11 games for Pittsburgh 
and was expected emerge prominently last 
year before the COVID-19 pandemic and 

a left oblique issue limited him to just five 
starts with the Pirates. 


Nonetheless, there is universal agreement 
that Keller has the pedigree and skills to 
become a top-of-the rotation guy. 


SHORT STORIES 


“Mitch is going to be a very good pitcher. We all know that,” Brault said. “We are excited to 
watch him pitch and be there with him. He seems like one of those guys who can be pretty 
special, so I’m excited to watch him.” 


WE ALL WANT TO GET BETTER, BUT 
THE GOAL IS TO WIN CHAMPIONSHIPS 
WHETHER THAT’S THIS YEAR, NEXT 
YEAR, TWO YEARS OR THREE YEARS 
DOWN THE ROAD. WHATEVER IT IS, 
WE’RE ALL BUILDING TOWARDS THAT. 


MITCH KELLER 


When Keller was asked what the Pirates want to see from him this year, he shared: 


“They just expect me to go out every day and give everything that | have. They’re really 
excited to see me grow. They’ve let me know they’re going to push me to grow even farther 
because they know the capabilities that | have. It’s exciting for me to hear that. 


“They want me to be a leader, in a way, even though I’m still really young and haven't had 
that many years in the big leagues. But they do want me to step into that leader role and 
be the kind of guy that people look up to and we build around.” 


STEVEN 
BRAULT 


TYLER 
ANDERSON 


During the final two weeks of the abbreviated 2020 season, Pirates starting pitchers posted 
a major league-best 1.94 ERA in 13 games and allowed one run or no runs in 10 of those 

contests. Keller did his part, throwing 6.0 innings without allowing a hit vs. St. Louis at PNC 

Park on September 19 and 5.0 more hitless innings vs. the Cleveland Indians on the road on 
September 26. 


That created a positive vibe for the staff. 


“That last month, all of our pitchers were doing pretty well,” Keller said. “l know we went 
into the off-season with a lot of confidence. We want to continue that and bring a positive 
attitude to the ballpark every single day. We all have really good stuff, and if we attack 
hitters and fill up the zone, positive things are going to happen for us.” 


Keller transforming from top prospect into bona fide big leaguer will go a long way toward 
stabilizing Pittsburgh’s starting rotation and helping the ballclub return to winning ways. 


“We have goals here in 2021,” Keller said. “We all want to get better, but the goal is to win 
championships whether that’s this year, next year, two years or three years down the road. 
Whatever it is, we’re all building towards that.” 


LONGTIME RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PIRATES AND CURVE REMAINS STRONG 


The Altoona Curve into operating our alternate site, and the Adam Hyzdu was the team’s MVP during its 
has been the Pirates’ group with the Curve did a great job being inaugural season of 1999, and the Eastern 
Double-A affiliate in flexible and supporting us.” League MVP the following year when he 
the Eastern League hit 31 home runs and collected 106 RBI. 
since 1999. The teams During the 21 years the Curve was able 
made it official that to play baseball, the team drew more Hyzdu, who spent parts of four seasons 
their connection would than seven million fans, made nine playoff with Pittsburgh (2000-2003), is now 49 
continue with the signing of a new player appearances, and twice captured the years old. He owns an RV dealership in 
development license in mid-February Eastern League title (2010 and 2017). Mesa, AZ, and he became a grandfather 
this year. In addition, nearly 200 players who once not long ago. Between 1999 and 2006, 
wore an Altoona uniform have played in Hyzdu played in many different towns 
As relationships between major league the majors — including current Pirates such in the minors and the majors, but he still 
organizations and minor league clubs go, as Adam Frazier, Ke’Bryan Hayes, Gregory remembers Altoona as a special place. 
22 — now 23 — years qualifies as a long Polanco, Bryan Reynolds and Mitch Keller. 
and successful run. “If the Curve was affiliated with a team other 
Eileen Snyder, president of the Altoona than the Pirates, Altoona would probably 
“Yeah, it sure does,” Pirates General Curve Booster Club, remembers attending be just another minor league town, but 
Manager Ben Cherington said. “That the Curve’s first game in Altoona on April everybody there, they’re Pirates people,” 
doesn’t happen if the minor league club 15, 1999. It was a blustery day, but the home Hyzdu said. “It’s a couple hours from 
isn’t operating at a high level, being team defeated the Bowie Baysox, 6-1, at Pittsburgh, so they can’t always get there, 
responsive, supporting the players and what was then called Blair County Ballpark. but they can see the next wave of Pirates 
staff, and creating a good environment. working their way through the system. 
All of those things have clearly happened “The snow was blowing in our faces, but The fans in Altoona bring excitement to the 
in Altoona over time.” it was an enjoyable day because Altoona field, to the players and to the community.” 
finally had a baseball team,” Snyder said. 
There was no minor league baseball in “Ever since then, the Curve has done a lot Derek Martin has worked for the Curve 
2020, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, for Altoona and Altoona has done a lot since 2002 and been the team’s general 
so the Curve wasn’t able to entertain fans for the Curve and promoting the Pirates.” manager since 2016. When asked what 
at Peoples Natural Gas Field. Instead, the the key to the Curve’s popularity over 
charming facility just off Interstate 99 Altoona, located about 100 miles east of the years has been, he offered: “We're 


served as the Pirates’ alternate training site. Pittsburgh, had a strong Pirates fan base in the memory-making business. We 


There, Pittsburgh's “taxi squad” — players well before the Curve came into being. plan 70 parties a year, and our goal is to 
Hem the 60-man pool who weren’t on the In the late 1970s, Bob and Joan Lozinak tried have people enjoy Mer ieeWe> We pride 
active roster — were able to hone their ourselves on keeping our facility clean. We 


: to bring professional baseball to Altoona. : 
skills and stay sharp. : A really want to be affordable entertainment 
They were finally awarded a franchise when : ; 
that’s family oriented. That has always 


the Eastern League expanded for 1999. The : ‘ 

: served us well with our fans and with our 
couple has owned the Curve for 15 of its ath he 
previous 22 seasons — from 1999 to 2001 Sponsors COMIN HMrougn: 
and every year since 2009. 


“We had players who got better last 
summer in Altoona and we really 
appreciated being there,” Cherington 
said. “There was a ton of work that went 
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Clearway Community Energy wishes 
the Pittsburgh Pirates the best of luck 
in the 2021 season. 


For over a half-century, Clearway Community Energy has been providing resilient, sustainable 
energy solutions to the city of Pittsburgh. From hospitals to universities, stadiums to private 
businesses, no challenge is too big or too complex. Learn how we're helping our partners 
continue working toward a cleaner, brighter future at clearwaycommunityenergy.com. 


Local Energy. National Strength. 
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MANAGER, COACHES 


17. Derek Shelton; Manager 28 Joey Cora; Third Base Coach 88 Christian Marrero; Assistant Hitting Coach 
86 Heberto Andrade; Coaching Assistant 41 Rick Eckstein; Hitting Coach 87 Justin Meccage; Bullpen Coach 

16 Tarrik Brock; First Base Coach 12 Don Kelly; Bench Coach 85 Mike Rabelo; Major League Field Coord. 
89 Jordan Comadena; Bullpen Catcher/ 47 Oscar Marin; Pitching Coach 53 Glenn Sherlock; Coach 


Catching Assistant 


# PITCHERS B/T HT/WT DOB BIRTHPLACE 

31 Anderson, Tyler L/L 6-2/220 12/30/1989 Las Vegas, NV 

38 Bashlor, Tyler R/R 6-0/195 04/16/1993 Springfield, GA 

51 Bednar, David L/R 6-1/245 10/10/1994 Pittsburgh, PA 

43 Brault, Steven L/L 6-0/195 04/29/1992 La Mesa, CA 

34 Brubaker, JT R/R 6-3/180 11/17/1993 Springfield, OH 

53 Cahill, Trevor R/R 6-4/223 03/01/1988 Oceanside, CA 

49 Cederlind, Blake R/R 6-4/220 01/04/1996 Turlock, CA 

59 Contreras, Roansy R/R 6-0/175 11/07/1999 Yamasa, D.R. 

30 Crick, Kyle L/R 6-4/225 11/30/1992 Fort Worth, TX 

29 Crowe, Wil R/R 6-2/235 09/09/1994 Kingston, TN 

35 Davis, Austin L/L 6-4/235 02/03/1993 Scottsdale, AZ 

45 Feliz, Michael R/R 6-4/250 06/28/1993 Azua, D.R. 

32 Hartlieb, Geoff R/R 6-5/240 12/09/1993 Belleville, IL 

54 Howard, Sam R/L 6-4/195 03/05/1993 Cartersville, GA 
23 Keller, Mitch R/R 6-2/220 04/04/1996 Cedar Rapids, IA 
67 Kranick, Max R/R 6-3/210 07/21/1997 Scranton, PA 

39 Kuhl, Chad R/R 6-3/205 09/10/1992 Newark, DE 

36 Mears, Nick R/R 6-2/200 10/07/1996 Sacramento, CA 
57 Oviedo, Luis R/R 6-4/235 05/15/1999 Lara, Venezuela 
44 Ponce, Cody R/R 6-6/255 04/25/1994 Pomona, CA 

62 Poppen, Sean R/R 6-3/210 03/15/1994 Virginia Beach, VA 
48 Rodriguez, Richard R/R 6-4/220 03/04/1990 Santiago, D.R. 

37 Santana, Edgar R/R 6-2/205 10/16/1991 Puerto Plata, D.R. 
72 Soriano, José R/R 6-3/220 10/20/1998 Santo Domingo, D.R. 
46 Stratton, Chris R/R 6-2/205 08/22/1990 Tupelo, MS 

56 Underwood Jr., Duane R/R 6-2/210 07/20/1994 Raleigh, NC 

50 Yajure, Miguel R/R 6-1/220 05/01/1998 Cabimas, Venezuela 
# CATCHERS B/T HT/WT DOB BIRTHPLACE 

5 Perez, Michael L/R 5-10/195 08/07/1992 Bayamon, Puerto Rico 
58 Stallings, Jacob R/R 6-5/225 12/22/1989 Lawrence, KS 

# INFIELDERS B/T HT/WT DOB BIRTHPLACE 

64 Castro, Rodolfo S/R 6-0/205 05/21/1999 Los Llanos, D.R. 

61 Cruz, Oneil L/R 6-7/210 10/04/1998 Nizao, D.R. 

24 Evans, Phillip R/R 5-10/210 09/10/1992 Whittier, CA 

26 Frazier, Adam L/R 5-10/185 12/14/1991 Athens, GA 

2 Gonzalez, Erik R/R 6-3/205 08/31/1991 Puerto Plata, D.R. 
13 Hayes, Ke’Bryan R/R 5-10/205 01/28/1997 Tomball, TX 

19 Moran, Colin L/R 6-4/225 10/01/1992 Port Chester, NY 
27 Newman, Kevin R/R 6-0/185 08/04/1993 Poway, CA 

3 Tucker, Cole S/R 6-3/205 07/03/1996 Phoenix, AZ 

# OUTFIELDERS B/T HT/WT DOB BIRTHPLACE 

6 Alford, Anthony R/R 6-1/215 07/20/1994 Columbia, MS 

- Fowler, Dustin L/L 6-0/195 12/29/1994 Caldwell, GA 

14 Oliva, Jared R/R 6-2/205 11/27/1995 Santa Clarita, CA 
25 Polanco, Gregory L/L 6-5/240 09/14/1991 Santo Domingo, D.R. 
10 Reynolds, Bryan S/R 6-3/210 01/27/1995 Baltimore, MD 
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+ Generous financial aid and 
scholarships available 


+ More than 40 undergraduate 
programs offered 


+ Personalized attention with 
10:1 student/faculty ratio 


Learn more at i 


+ Flexible class schedules 


+ More than 50 graduate, doctoral 
and certificate programs offered at 
three convenient campus locations 
(Oakland, Greensburg, Cranberry) 


PIRATES 


HEADSHOTS 


_ 


ANTHONY ALFORD TYLER ANDERSON TYLER BASHLOR DAVID BEDNAR STEVEN BRAULT 
Outfielder Left-Handed Pitcher Right-Handed Pitcher Right-Handed Pitcher Left-Handed Pitcher 


-_— 
ROANSY CONTRERAS 
Right-Handed Pitcher 


- 


RODOLFO CASTRO 
Infielder 


BLAKE CEDERLIND 
Right-Handed Pitcher 


a E i- 


KYLE CRICK WIL CROWE ONEIL CRUZ 
Right-Handed Pitcher Right-Handed Pitcher Infielder 


45) _ 
ve 


- os 


_ 
DUSTIN FOWLER ADAM FRAZIER ERIK GONZALEZ GEOFF HARTLIEB 
Outfielder Infielder Infielder Right-Handed Pitcher 


— 
PHILLIP EVANS 
Infielder 


MICHAEL FELIZ 
Right-Handed Pitcher 


- —_ a 


KE'BRYAN HAYES SAM HOWARD MITCH KELLER 
Infielder Left-Handed Pitcher Right-Handed Pitcher 


- 


- 
MAX KRANICK CHAD KUHL 
Right-Handed Pitcher Right-Handed Pitcher 


49 


NICK MEARS 
Right-Handed Pitcher 


MICHAEL PEREZ 
Catcher 


RICHARD RODRIGUEZ 
Right-Handed Pitcher 


_ 


GREGORY POLANCO 
Outfielder 


COLIN MORAN 
Infielder 


- j 
EDGAR SANTANA 
Right-Handed Pitcher 


e 


COLE TUCKER DUANE UNDERWOOD JR. 
Infielder Right-Handed Pitcher 


CODY PONCE 
Right-Handed Pitcher 


ae 
KEVIN NEWMAN 
Infielder 


JOSE SORIANO 
Right-Handed Pitcher 


MIGUEL YAJURE 
Right-Handed Pitcher 


- 


Catcher 


— 


SEAN POPPEN 
Right-Handed Pitcher 


- 


—_ 
JARED OLIVA 
Outfielder 


JACOB STALLINGS 


a 
DEREK SHELTON 
Manager 


HEBERTO ANDRADE 
Coaching Assistant 


TARRIK BROCK 
First Base Coach 


JORDAN COMADENA 
Bullpen Catcher/Catching Assist. 


JOEY CORA 
Third Base Coach 


DON KELLY 
Bench Coach 


50 


OSCAR MARIN 
Pitching Coach 


= 
CHRISTIAN MARRERO 
Assistant Hitting Coach 


JUSTIN MECCAGE 
Bullpen Coach 


MIKE RABELO 
Major League Field Coordinator Coach 


—_— 
LUIS OVIEDO 
Right-Handed Pitcher 


—_ ; 
I 
BRYAN REYNOLDS 
Outfielder 


CHRIS STRATTON 
Right-Handed Pitcher 


RICK ECKSTEIN 
Hitting Coach 


GLENN SHERLOCK 


HEADSHOTS 


— € equitrans 


Midstream 


Moving The Energy That Keeps America Moving 


Equitrans Midstream is one of the largest 
natural gas gatherers and transmission pipeline 
operators in the United States - and we are proud 


to call southwestern Pennsylvania home! 


With a long history of responsible pipeline 
construction and operation, Equitrans Midstream 
values the teamwork of our employees and 
contractors, and respects the partnerships we've 
created with landowners and communities as 

Ms we work to safely transport our region's 


} abundant energy resources. 


Equitrans Midstream ...We Move Energy! 


equitransmidstream.com (t) wv in | 
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NEW Majors 
for All 2024 
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Management 
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Preparing for a successful, meaningful life starts here. 


e More than 50 undergraduate e US. News and World Report: 
majors and nine graduate First-tier national liberal arts college 
programs 

e Money Magazine: Top 20% of 

e Merit-based and need-based Best Colleges for Your Money; 

scholarships available 31st in Best Small Colleges; 48th 


in Most Transformative Colleges. 
e 24 NCAA Division III athletic 


programs and more than 50 clubs _ e Test-optional admission process 
and organizations available 


SAINT VINCENT COLLEGE 


2923 


MANAGER & COACHES 


DEREK SHELTON 


MANAGER 


*Derek Shelton was named manager of the Pirates on November 27, 2019 after serving as a major league 
coach the previous 15 years. Guided the team to a 19-41 record during the pandemic-shortened 2020 
season. Picked up his first win as a major league manager on July 26 — a 5-1 victory over the Cardinals 
at Busch Stadium in St. Louis. 


*Shelton was bench coach of the Minnesota Twins under Paul Molitor in 2018 and American League 

Manager of the Year Rocco Baldelli in 2019 when the team won 101 games and the Central Division 
title. His major league coaching experience also included five seasons as hitting coach of the Cleveland 
Indians (2005-2009), seven years as hitting coach for the Tampa Bay Rays (2010-2016), and one 
season as quality control coach of the Toronto Blue Jays (2017). 


*Played four seasons (1989-1992) at Southern Illinois University, located in his hometown of Carbondale, 
IL. The former catcher was named to the Missouri Valley Conference All-Academic Team as a junior, 
and graduated with a degree in criminal justice in 1992. He signed with the New York Yankees as a 
non-drafted free agent and played in the organization for two seasons (1992-1993). 


*His career in coaching also began in the New York farm system — with the GCL Yankees (Rookie) in 1997, 
Tampa (High-A) in 1998 and Norwich (AA) in 1999. Shelton then managed the GCL Yankees for two years, 
including the 2001 campaign when he guided the team to the league championship. He also led Staten 
Island (Short Season-A) to the New York-Penn League title in 2002. Shelton compiled a .624 winning 
percentage as a minor league skipper, going 121-73 in three seasons and finishing in first place all three years. 


FIRST BASE COACH 


Tarrik Brock is in his second season as Pirates first base coach...Also serves as outfield coach and 
baserunning instructor...Spent three seasons (2017-2019) as minor league outfield and baserunning 
coordinator for the Los Angeles Dodgers...Resume also includes stints as minor league outfield 
and baserunning instructor for the Florida/Miami Marlins (2007-2013) and San Diego Padres 
(2015) as well as major league gigs with the Marlins (first base coach in 2010), Houston Astros 
(first base coach and baserunning instructor in 2014) and Padres (first base coach in 2016)... 
Was an All-State performer in football and baseball at Hawthorne (CA) High School in the Los 
Angeles area before being selected by the Detroit Tigers in the second round of the 1991 MLB 
Draft...Former outfielder played professional baseball for 13 years (1991-2003)...Saw action in the 
majors with the Chicago Cubs in 2001...ls the cousin of former NFL quarterback Doug Williams. 


THIRD BASE COACH 


Joey Cora is in his fifth season as Pirates third base coach...Also serves as infield coach...Managed 
Altoona, Pittsburgh’s Double-A affiliate in the Eastern League, in 2016 and led the club to a 76-64 record 
and a wild card playoff berth...Native of Caguas, Puerto Rico was San Diego’s first-round draft pick in 
1985...Made major league debut at age 21 in 1987 as the Padres’ Opening Day second baseman...Named 
to American League All-Star team in 1997 when he batted .300 and scored 105 runs in 149 games for 
the Seattle Mariners...Spent 11 seasons in the majors with the Padres (1987, 1989-1990), Chicago White 
Sox (1991-1994), Mariners (1995-1998) and Cleveland Indians (1998) — appearing in 1,119 games and 
collecting 1,035 hits...,Began his coaching career in 2000 with Florida State League champion Daytona 
(Chicago Cubs High-A)...Was also a minor league manager for the New York Mets (2001-2002) and 
Montreal Expos (2003)...Was a member of the White Sox major league coaching staff for eight years 
under Manager Ozzie Guillen (2004-2011)...Served as Chicago’s third base coach for three years — 
including the 2005 World Championship season — and bench coach for five seasons...Joined Guillen 
in 2012 as bench coach and infield instructor of the Miami Marlins...Was a two-time All-American at 
Vanderbilt University... Older brother of Boston Red Sox manager Alex Cora. 


HITTING COACH 


Rick Eckstein is in his third season as Pirates hitting coach...In his first year in 2019, Pittsburgh tied for 
the National League lead in team batting (.265) and finished second to Colorado in hits (1,497) and 
doubles (315)...Served as the Minnesota Twins’ minor league hitting coordinator in 2017 and 2018... 
Spent two years as an assistant coach at University of Kentucky (2015-2016)...Was player information 
coach, assistant hitting coach and advance scout for the Los Angeles Angels in 2014...Served as major 
league hitting coach for the Washington Nationals from 2009 to 2013...First coaching job in professional 
baseball came in 2004 as hitting coach for Harrisburg (AA) in the Montreal Expos’ farm system...Spent 
three seasons in the Expos organization before moving on to Memphis (St. Louis Cardinals AAA) in 
2007...His first year in the Washington organization was with Columbus (AAA) in 2008...Played three 
seasons at Seminole (FL) Community College (1992-1994) and also alongside his brother David at the 
University of Florida (1996). 


BENCH COACH 


Don Kelly is in his second season as Pirates bench coach...The Pittsburgh native spent the 2019 season 
as first base coach for the American League champion Houston Astros, in his first stint as a major league 
coach...Served as professional scout for the Detroit Tigers in 2017 and 2018...Versatile infielder-outfielder 
played professionally for 16 years (2001-2016)... Made big league debut with the Pirates in 2007, and 
also played in the majors for the Detroit Tigers (2009-2014) and Miami Marlins (2015-2016)...Saw playoff 
action with the Tigers four years in a row (2011-2014)... Two-time winner of the Tigers’ Heart and Hustle 
Award (2013-2014)...1998 graduate of Mt. Lebanon High School in suburban Pittsburgh...Played at Point 
Park College (located in downtown Pittsburgh) where he compiled a .413 batting average in three 
seasons and was named NAIA First Team All-America and American Mideast Conference Player of 
the Year in 2001...Inducted into the Point Park Pioneers Hall of Fame in 2010...Brother-in-law of former 
Pirates infielder Neil Walker. 


PITCHING COACH 


Oscar Marin is in his second season as Pirates pitching coach...Served as bullpen coach of the Texas 
Rangers in 2019 after spending the previous two seasons as minor league pitching coordinator for 
the Seattle Mariners...Spent seven seasons (2010-2016) as a pitching coach in the Texas farm system 
with Arizona (Rookie), Spokane (Rookie), Hickory (Low-A) and High Desert (High-A)...Named South 
Atlantic League Coach of the Year in 2015 when his Hickory squad captured the league title...Was also 
a member of championship teams in the Arizona League (2012) and California League (2016)...Was 
pitching coach at Los Angeles Valley College (2006-2007) and Harvard-Westlake Preparatory School 
in North Hollywood, CA (2008-2009)...Also had stints as pitching coach in the Puerto Rican Winter 
League with Ponce (2012) and Manati (2019)...Pitched at Los Angeles Valley College (2001-2002) and 
University of Arkansas-Little Rock (2003-2004). 


ASSISTANT HITTING COACH 


Christian Marrero is in his first season as Pirates assistant hitting coach...Spent last three seasons on the 
Philadelphia Phillies’ player development staff, most recently as hitting coach with Lakewood (Low-A) in 
2019 and 2020...Began coaching career with Williamsport (Short Season-A) in 2018...Former outfielder- 
first baseman played parts of 12 minor league seasons (2006-2017) in the White Sox, Pirates, Braves and 
Phillies organizations...Three-time minor league All-Star finished his career with a .277 lifetime batting 
average...Named White Sox Minor League Player of the Year in 2009 when he hit .308 with 18 home 
runs and 74 RBI in 127 games for Winston-Salem (High-A) and Birmingham (AA)...Played briefly in 
Pirates farm system with Indianapolis (AAA) and Altoona (AA) in 2012...Played two seasons at Broward 
Community College in Fort Lauderdale, FL...His brother, Chris, played three seasons in the majors with 
Washington (2011 & 2013) and San Francisco (2017)...His cousin, Deven, spent parts of five years in the 
big leagues with the Red Sox (2015-2017), Diamondbacks (2018) and Marlins (2019). 
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BULLPEN COACH 


Justin Meccage is in his second season as Pirates bullpen coach after serving as assistant pitching 
coach in 2018 and 2019...In his 11th year in the Pirates organization...Spent 2017 campaign as 
Pittsburgh’s minor league pitching coordinator...Served as pitching coach for the Pirates at State 
College (Short Season-A) in 2011 and 2012, Bradenton (High-A) in 2013 and 2014, and Altoona 
(AA) in 2015 and 2016...Was also pitching coach for Glendale in the Arizona Fall League in 2015... 
Coached at Texas-Pan American University (2004-2007) and Arkansas State University (2007- 
2010)...Named Sun Belt Conference Assistant Coach of the Year in 2010...Pitched two seasons each 
at Arizona Western College and Oklahoma State University...Selected by New York Yankees in 
32nd round of 2002 MLB Draft, and pitched in the organization for two years (2002-2003)...Also 
pitched for Cook County in the independent Frontier League in 2003 before moving into coaching. 


MAJOR LEAGUE FIELD COORDINATOR 


Mike Rabelo is in his first season as major league field coordinator after serving as Pirates assistant 
hitting coach in 2020...In this new role, he will work with the coaching staff to ensure alignment, and 
take the lead with the use of technology and innovation...Will also advise and assist Manager Derek 
Shelton and Bench Coach Don Kelly on MLB rules, in-game situations, and practice design...Spent six 
seasons managing in the Detroit Tigers’ farm system (2014-2019) and compiled a 358-274 record (.567 
winning pct.)..Named Midwest League Manager of the Year in 2017 after guiding West Michigan to 
a 91-45 mark and a first-place finish...Coached in minors for Detroit with the GCL Tigers (Rookie) in 
2011 and Connecticut (Short Season-A) in 2012 and 2013...Former switch-hitting catcher played three 
seasons at University of Tampa — where he hit .322 in 168 games — before being selected by Detroit in 
the fourth round of the 2001 MLB Draft...Played professionally for 10 seasons and was a four-time All- 
Star in the minors...Spent time in the majors with the Tigers (2006-2007) and Florida Marlins (2008). 


COACH 


Glenn Sherlock joined the Pirates’ coaching staff in 2020...His primary focus is working with the team’s 
catchers, although he also assists Manager Derek Shelton with game preparation and management... 
Sherlock spent three seasons with the New York Mets as third base coach (2017-2018) and first base 
coach (2019)...Also served as team’s catching instructor during his time there...Prior to joining Mets, 
Sherlock was the catching coach for the Arizona Diamondbacks for 19 years...During that period, he 
also spent time as the team’s bench coach (2003, 2015-2016), third base coach (2004 and 2014), and 
bullpen coach (1998-2002 and 2005-2013)...Began his association with Diamondbacks as minor league 
catching instructor (1996-1997)...A catcher during his playing days, Sherlock spent seven seasons in the 
minor leagues with the Houston Astros (1983-1986) and New York Yankees (1987-1989)...Managed in 
Yankees farm system for the GCL (Rookie) club in 1990 and 1993 and Fort Lauderdale (High-A) in 1991... 
Served as catching coach for the Yankees for three years (1992, 1994-1995). 


COACHING ASISTANT 


Heberto Andrade is in his 18th year with the Pirates and third as major league coaching assistant...Spent 15 
seasons (2004-2018) as team’s bullpen catcher...His responsibilities include observing what pitchers are 
doing mechanically and communicating regularly with the bullpen coach and pitching coach...Also serves 
as a batting practice pitcher...Spent three years as a catcher in the Chicago Cubs’ farm system (1986- 
1988) and played professionally in Venezuela, Italy and Colombia before retiring in 1996...Also served as 
a coach and catching instructor during the Venezuelan Winter League for more than 20 years...Resume 
also includes work as an area scout for the Oakland Athletics (1996) and Philadelphia Phillies (1998-2002). 


BULLPEN CATCHER 


Jordan Comadena is in his sixth season as a bullpen catcher for the Pirates...He assists the coaching 
staff during batting practice and works closely with the team’s catchers in addition to catching bullpen 
sessions before and during games...Played in the Houston Astros organization for three seasons (2009- 
2011)...Served as a coach at Purdue University in 2016...Also coached at Parkland (IL) Junior College in 
2013 and with the Madison Mallards of the Northwoods League in 2012...Played four years of baseball 
at Purdue. 


PennState 


WE ARE PENN STATE 


And you are going to Gove & here. 


Penn State Fayette, 
The Eberly Campus 
feadm@psu.edu 
fayette.psu.edu/pirates 


Penn State 

Greater Allegheny 
psuga@psu.edu 
greaterallegheny.psu.edu/pirates 


Penn State 

New Kensington 
nkadmissions@psu.edu 
newkensington.psu.edu/pirates 


PIRATES MAKES ADDITIONS, CHANGES 
TO BASEBALL OPERATIONS STAFF 


Shortly after Ben Cherington was hired in November of 2019, 
Pirates President Travis Williams said of the club’s new general 
manager: “Ben is constantly challenging himself, his people and 
the processes that are in place. He knows that our ability to drive 
innovation and stay ahead of the game will be important to our 
long-term success.” 


In December of 2020, that manifested itself in Cherington — who 
previously served as Executive Vice President & General Manager 
of the Boston Red Sox and Vice President of Baseball Operations 
for the Toronto Blue Jays — making numerous changes to the 
Pirates’ baseball operations staff in the interest of helping players 
become the best they can be. 


Todd Tomczyk is continuing in his role as Director of Sports 
Medicine, overseeing the medical operation and processes while 
working closely with team physicians and medical staff. A.J. 
Patrick, who has been with the Pirates organization since 2015, 
serving as Senior Coordinator of Rehab & Athlete Development 
the last three years, is now Director of Sports Performance. In 
that role, he will work with major and minor league coaches, the 
sports medicine department, and the strength coaches. 


“Todd and A.J. will be working very closely together, and the 
people reporting to them will be working very closely together 
too,” Cherington said. “We felt it was necessary to have two 
leaders in those spaces. They’re very connected, but distinct 
enough to have two different leaders, and then we made a 
number of changes to the major league group that will be 
reporting to them.” 


"BEN IS CONSTANTLY CHALLENGING 
HIMSELF, HIS PEOPLE AND THE 
PROCESSES THAT ARE IN PLACE.” 


Those changes included: 

Rafael Freitas was named Major League Head Athletic Trainer 
after spending the last four seasons (2017-2020) as Assistant 
Athletic Trainer for the Milwaukee Brewers. He was also a minor 
league athletic trainer in the St. Louis (2016) and Arizona (2014- 
2015) organizations. The native of Brazil began his professional 
career as an athletic trainer at the Cincinnati Reds’ Dominican 
academy (2012-2013). 


Tony Leo was named Major League Assistant Athletic Trainer 


after serving as Infection Control & Prevention Coordinator for the 


Oakland Athletics in 2020. Previously, he spent 23 seasons in the 


BEN CHERINGTON 


TODD TOMCZYK 


Twins organization, most recently as Head Athletic Trainer at the 
major league level (2018-2019). He also served on Minnesota’s big- 
league staff as Assistant Athletic Trainer (2011-2017) after spending 
six seasons at the Triple-A level. Leo began his career with the GCL 
Twins in 1997. 


Terence Brannic was named Head Major League Strength and 
Conditioning Coach. He spent the last nine seasons (2012-2020) 

in the Oakland organization, including the last three as Assistant 
Major League Strength and Conditioning Coach. The previous two 
seasons, he was Assistant Minor League Strength and Conditioning 
Coordinator after serving as a strength and conditioning coach 
with Athletics affiliates in Nashville (AAA), Midland (AA) and 
Vermont (Class-A). 


Adam Vish joined the major league staff as Strength and 
Conditioning Coach. The Pittsburgh native spent the last eight 
seasons (2013-2020) in the San Francisco Giants organization, 
working as Minor League Strength and Conditioning Coordinator 
the last two after serving as Assistant Minor League Strength and 
Conditioning Coordinator in 2018. He also spent time in the Kansas 
City Royals farm system as a strength and conditioning coach 
(2011-2012). 


Seth Steinhauer joined the major league staff as Physical Therapist. 
In 2020, his fourth season in the Pirates organization, he served as 
Minor League Rehab Coordinator. 


Bryan Stroh will continue to serve as Senior Vice President of 
Baseball Development. In that role, he works closely with Pirates 
Manager Derek Shelton to oversee clubhouse operations — 
including the sports medicine and sports nutrition departments 
as well as travel, video, and clubhouse staff. Stroh also continues 
to oversee the club’s salary arbitration process and assists 

with contract negotiations, roster management, and collective 
bargaining matters. 


“We're always looking to advance our expertise in the technical 
competencies that we’re putting around our players and wanting 
to be as current as we possibly can in every one of those roles,” 
Cherington said. “We also wanted to move towards the most 
collaborative approach and environment around our players. It’s 
going from multi-disciplinary to interdisciplinary. It’s not just having 
the expertise, it’s those people really working closely together and 
learning from each other.” 
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services all the landmarks and largest 
facilities in Pittsburgh, now you can have that 
service in your home. 
Wecare about our commercial clients and are 
offering discounts on our residential services 


Seasonal Pest Control with no initial charge ($250 
value) get the best protection for your home for 
$99.00 + tax per quarter 
(up to 200 linear foot home) 


<>SENTRICON 


wth ALWAYSAGTIVE ™ 


The finest Termite baiting system available at an 
exceptional price. $675.00 + tax 
(Up to 200 linear foot home) 


-TermiGreen 


CELLN FULT PROTECTION FAOGDAAM 


Green Pest control Experts 


412-252-5200 1-800-473-7820 
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PIRATES 


RIGHT-HANDED PITCHER 
TREVOR CAHILL 


GET GOING, GOING... Gone 


MLB BALLPARK IS 
YOUR GO-TO APP FOR 
PIRATES BASEBALL 


- KNOW BEFORE YOU GO 


* UNLOCK OFFERS AND CHECK 
INTO GAMES 


> PURCHASE, ACCESS, AND 
FORWARD YOUR DIGITAL TICKETS 


> PLAY INTERACTIVE GAMES 


ws - EXPLORE INTERACTIVE MAPS 
, AND MENUS 
- READ DIGITAL FIRST PITCH 
MAGAZINE 


GAMES & i 
ENTERTAINMENT 7 


Download 


© Ballpark. 


ALLEGHENY COMMUNITY 
HOME Q@CARE 


“MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN EVERYDAY LIVES” 


Are you a 
compassionate 

person interested 

in making a 
difference in the 

lives of others? * 


& Starting wages at $13/hour 
& Locations in Monroeville & Greentree 
@& Healthcare Benefits and Paid Time Off 


& Flexible schedule with overnight and 
weekend hours 


Call our office at 412-8 
to schedule an interview today! 


* 


1:5 people will experi 
mental illness and 1:8 ad 
will experience addiction 


in their lifetime 


For immediate help, af 
the National Suicide Hotline 
800-273-8255 
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SPRINGHILL SUITES 


Complimentary Sreaklast | Pool and Fitness Cenber | Ormaine Parking 
(Diecgeinted Aisom Blocks aywilable for Special fyents 


G11 Washiegion Hosd | Pittsfungh, PA S226 | aL 963.6400 | 
Marriott. cam’ Aru 
SRR 


The Residence Inn invites you to upgrade your 
travel experience by taking advantage of our 


premier location on the North Shore. 


Residence 
]imim 
J roel 


412-321-2099 
Marriott.com/PITRN 
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FlooringAmerica. 


the area’s most spectacular flooring s re! 


Exclusively on Route 8 — Valencia + Just 8 miles North of the PA Turnpike 


724-586-7777 - www.Paraccalnteriors.com 
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JEFFREY SMITH 


jefareysrrthsalon,com 


Hair Skin Nails Jewelry 
S506 Bryant Sirect all today 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 412.441.1440 


AFRICAN AMERICAN 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


OF WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA 


For more information call 412-392-0610 
www.aaccwp.corn 
information@aaccwp.com 


Samuel Stephenson 
Chairman 


Doris Carson Williams, CCE 
President and CEO 


Justin Remp 
Partner/Loan Officer 


1301 Grandview Ave., Suite 100 ¢ Pittsburgh, PA15211 
PH: 1.412.390.3530 x120 © Cell: 412.225.6829 
FX: 1.412.390.3535 ¢ teamrempfafedmc.com 
Licensed by: PA Dept. of Banking Florida Dept. of Banking ¢ Virginia Dept. of Banking NMLS # 175348 
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Butler Centre 

20421 Route 19 

Suite 300 

Cranberry Twp., PA 16066 
412-824-2900 
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IV Therapy can help your body recover from a 
grueling workout, lack of sleep, stress from 
work, a hangover, and more. 


Hydration Bags 
Jetlag Bag 


Fitness Bag 
Immunity Bag 


QuickDriplV.com 412.223.5393 
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1774 PINE HOLLOW ROAD 


MCKEES ROCKS, PA 15136 Air Conditioning needs 


SALES ¢ SERVICE ¢ INSTALLATION 
WE SERVICE ALL MAJOR BRANDS 


FINANCING OPTIONS AVAILABLE 


ChxldFund. 
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RIGHT-HANDED PITCHER 
MIGUEL YAJURE 


A CHILD'S WISH IS WAITING. 
YOU CAN HELP MAKE IT COME TRUE. 


Every 40 minutes, the Make-A-Wish Foundation® grants the wish of a child with a life-threatening medical 
condition — being a veterinarian for a day, meeting a favorite entertainer or going anywhere their imagination 


takes them. You can help make wishes happen. Visit wish.org today. 
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= When IL JGraw UP, 
gee be O. 


Teacher! 


Last year, Sam was too sick to dream. 

He has Primary Immunodeficiency or PI. 
Thanks to the Jeffrey Modell Foundation, 

he has been properly diagnosed and treated. 


Now he’s head of the class. 
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Y nebping children reach for their dreams 
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RODOLFO 
CASTRO 
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CEDERLIND 
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ROANSY 
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CROWE 
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If you love them enough 
to listen to “Hot Cross Buns” 
for two hours straight, 
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~~ INDIANAPOLIS INDIANS 


“yfege ~AAA-EAST LEAGUE 


HOME MANAGER COACHES 


LOW-A SOUTHEAST LEAGUE 


HOME MANAGER COACHES 


gus BRADENTON MARAUDERS 


Victory Field Brian Esposito Joel Hanrahan 
Indianapolis, IN Jon Nunnally 
Gustavo Omana 


2019 RECORD 


LECOM Park Jonathan Johnston Jim Horner 
Bradenton, FL Fernando Nieve 
Jonny Tucker 


2019 RECORD 


66-74 (2nd in West) 


INDYINDIANS.COM 


73-62 (3rd in South) 


MILB.COM/BRADENTON 


AA-NORTHEAST LEAGUE ROOKIE-GULF COAST LEAGUE 
HOME MANAGER COACHES HOME MANAGER COACHES 
Peoples Natural Miguel Perez Drew Benes Pirate City Stephen Morales Yorman Bazardo 
Gas Field Gary Green Bradenton, FL 
Altoona, PA David Newhan 
2019 RECORD 2019 RECORD 
69-71 (4th in Western) 18-36 (6th in South) 
ALTOONACURVE.COM PIRATES.COM 
: : d GRASSHOPPERS ROOKIE-DOMINICAN SUMMER LEAGUE 
HIGH-A EAST LEAGUE 
HOME MANAGER COACHES 
HOME MANAGER COACHES Pirates DSL Academy  ps_ TEAM1 DSL TEAM 1 
Santo Domi , DLR. An 
First National Blake Butler Ruben Gotay reser ee Jose Mendez Cecilio Beltre 
Bank Field Kieran Mattison Matt Ford Renny Duarte 
Greensboro, NC DSL TEAM 2 Gavi Nivar 
2019 RECORD Jose Mosquera DSL TEAM 2 


79-59 (3rd in Northern) 
MILB.COM/GREENSBORO 


Samuel Gonzalez 
David Perez 


2019 RECORD 


DSL TEAM 1 DSL TEAM 2 
34-36 (4th in North) 56-16 (ist in Northeast) 
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SMALL DONATIONS 
MAKE A BIG 
DIFFERENCE 


| 


supportDisasterRelief.org 


SPOTLIGHT 


STORIES COMPILED BY JIM LACHIMIA 


FCS at 818 AS PIRATES REBOOT EFFORTS IN FARM SYSTEM 


AFTER THE CANCELLATION OF THE MINOR LEAGUE BASEBALL SEASON IN 2020 DUE 
TO THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC, THE PIRATES ARE REBOOTING EFFORTS IN THEIR 
FARM SYSTEM THIS SEASON WITH A NEW MAN IN CHARGE. BACK ON NOVEMBER 10 
OF LAST YEAR, THE APPOINTMENT OF JOHN BAKER AS DIRECTOR OF COACHING & 
PLAYER DEVELOPMENT WAS ANNOUNCED. 


The 40-year-old Baker spent the last five years working in baseball operations with the 
Chicago Cubs, where he was an assistant in 2016 before spending three years as mental 
skills coordinator. In 2020, he served as the MLB head applied mental skills coach. 


“We are excited to add John to our baseball operations leadership team,” Pirates General 
Manager Ben Cherington said. “John’s experience as a player, his training and experience 
as a mental skills coach for a highly successful franchise, and his continued learning in the 
areas of skill acquisition and human performance give him valuable perspective on the 
entire player improvement and performance process.” 


Baker is a former catcher who spent seven seasons playing in the majors with the Florida Marlins (2008-2011), San Diego Padres 
(2012-2013) and Cubs (2014). Here are some of the thoughts he shared with the Pittsburgh media via Zoom shortly after he was hired: 


« “I like to chase challenges, and this seemed like the appropriate challenge with the appropriate people. And | really feel like we can 
do some cool things.” 


« “Bridging the gap between scouting and player development, making sure that we’re working laterally and synergistically as an 
organization, is a priority of mine.” 


e« “! want to build players that know who they are and can compete with what they have. What is he going to be able to be best at? 
How can he compete?” 


* “!l want to help our coaches develop a career trajectory so that they can see themselves going on to bigger and better things, but | 
want to arm them with the skills necessary to be supportive of our players.” 


« “I?m looking forward to bringing back some of the style of play that we may have seen in the past — counter to the ‘three true 
outcomes’ game (home runs, walks and strikeouts), but doing it in a modern way that’s supported by data and not just a ‘get off 
my lawn’ reversion back to what feels good because we did it when we were a kid.” 


There’s good reason that Baker’s title refers to coaches and players. The organization wants to have outstanding coaches, not just 
outstanding players. 


“If you think about player development, we need great players and we need great coaches with them,” Cherington said. “We need to 
identify what’s the leadership that gives us the best chance to be great at coaching — | mean, every aspect of coaching. Not just the 
people in uniform on the field; it’s everybody, all the other staff, collaborating with that group. It’s how do we find the best possible 
coaches, continue to develop coaches, create the best environment for coaching to happen and ultimately have players get better?” 


In 2021, the Pirates’ full-season minor league clubs will once again be the Indianapolis Indians (AAA), Altoona Curve (AA), Greensboro 
Grasshoppers (High-A) and Bradenton Marauders (Low-A). The affiliations with Indianapolis and Altoona are now in their 17th and 23rd 
seasons, respectively. This year is the Pittsburgh’s 12th straight with Bradenton, which has changed from High-A to Low-A. Conversely, 
Greensboro, which has been affiliated with the Pirates since 2019, has moved from Low-A to High-A. In addition, Pittsburgh will continue 
to have entries in the Gulf Coast League and the Dominican Summer League. 


Previous Pittsburgh affiliations in Morgantown, WV and Bristol, VA, will become part of Major League Baseball’s efforts to modernize 
player development while preserving baseball in the local communities in which it is played. The West Virginia Black Bears will become 
part of the new Draft League, which will focus on top prospects who are drafted by MLB clubs. The Bristol Pirates will become part of the 
Appalachian League’s inaugural season in 2021 as a newly established collegiate summer league within the Major League Baseball and 
USA Baseball Prospect Development Pipeline. 
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EAGER TO CLIMB MINOR LEAGUE LADDER 


Nick Gonzales is only 21 years old, but he’s 
already put together a heck of a baseball 
resume. The heavy-hitting second baseman, 
who was the Pirates’ first-round draft 

pick last summer, can match honors and 
accolades with any player his age. 


Despite hitting .399 in four years at Cienega 
High School in Vail, AZ (near Tucson) and 
.543 as a senior, the only colleges that offered 
Gonzales a scholarship were roughly 1,500 
miles away in Tennessee — Austin Peay and 
Tennessee-Martin. 


That being the case, he enrolled at New 
Mexico State and joined the baseball team as 
a walk-on. That school is located about 250 
miles from Vail in Las Cruces, NM. That made 
it easier for his family to see him play, which 
was great because he put on quite a show. 


Gonzales worked his way into the Aggies’ 
line-up as a freshman and batted a team- 
high .347 in 57 games that season. He was 
named First Team All-Western Athletic 
Conference and WAC Freshman of the Year, 
plus he landed on several freshman All- 
America teams. 


As a sophomore in 2019, the right-handed- 
hitting Gonzales won the NCAA batting title 
with a .432 mark and followed that up by 
being named MVP of the Cape Cod League 
that summer. When the COVID-19 pandemic 
shut down college baseball in March of 2020, 
he was leading the NCAA in home runs (12) 
and RBI (36). Gonzales was a unanimous AIll- 
American both of those years. 


“When | got to college, | kept doing the same 
things | had been doing for a long time — 
training and putting in the work — and the 
results came,” Gonzales said. “Getting those 
awards and accomplishing those things was 
great, but |’m still working hard. I’m always 


trying to find something | can get better at.” 


New Mexico State awarded him a scholarship 


after his outstanding freshman season. Talk 
about a no-brainer? 


At 5'10" and 190 pounds, Gonzales hits for 

average and power. In college, he smacked 
16 home runs as a sophomore and the 12 he 
collected during his abbreviated junior year 


_ included five in a remarkable doubleheader 
- against Purdue. 


Like most good hitters, Gonzales focuses 
* on squaring up the baseball and making 

solid contact — and if it travels over the 
fence, so be it. 


“| swear I’ve never hit a home run when | 

was trying to hit home run,” he said. “When 
_ 'm not trying to hit home runs, that’s when 
they come.” 


» Being drafted in the first round was good 
news. The bad news was that the health 
crisis forced cancellation of the minor league 

_ season. So, Gonzales didn’t get a chance 

o make his professional debut during the 

summer of 2020. He did, however, work on 

» his skills at the Pirates’ alternate training site 

in Altoona. 


“| had a blast in Altoona from the first day 
- there to the last,” he said. “I was excited 

o be there because it was a tremendous 
» opportunity to see live pitching, plus learn 
rom the older players and the coaches.” 


- Gonzales — who entered 2021 as the 
second-ranked prospect in the Pirates’ farm 
system by MLB Pipeline — played more 
shortstop than second base last year at 
New Mexico State, but profiles as a second 

_ sacker in pro ball. 


Although he’s received more attention for 


his bat than his glove, Gonzales understands 
that being a well-rounded player will help 


» him advance through the minor leagues. Last 
» year, he worked on his defense with minor 


league coaches Gary Green in Altoona and 


Jamey Carroll during the Florida Instructional 


League. Plus, in January of this year, he spent 


- time practicing under the watchful eye of 


former Pirates shortstop Jack Wilson out in 


_ Southern California. 


“In high school | was always hitting, hitting, 

» hitting and if | had time, I’d take some 

» ground balls. But as time went on, | became 
» more focused when it came to working on 


my defense,” said Gonzales, who participated 
in major league spring training camp as a 


- non-roster player. “I fell in love with the 


defensive part of the game too. I’m learning 


_ from some great guys and getting better.” 


GETTING THOSE AWARDS AND 
ACCOMPLISHING THOSE THINGS 
WAS GREAT, BUT I’M STILL 


‘WORKING HARD. I’M ALWAY: 
TRYING TO FIND SOMET 
CAN GET BETTER AT. 


NICK GONZALES 


PIRATES FARM SYSTEM FORTIFIED BY DRAFT AND TRADES 


Prior to the start of the 2021 season, the list of the Pirates’ Top 30 minor league prospects, according to MLB Pipeline, included 15 players who 
have been acquired by Ben Cherington since he took over as Pittsburgh’s general manager in November of 2019. 


Mlodzinski, Jared Jones, and Nick Garcia — appear on the list. 


deal) at #6. 


Third baseman Ke'Bryan Hayes, September 2020 National League Rookie of the Month and three-time minor league Rawlings Gold Glove 
Award winner (2017-2019), heads the Top 30. In addition, four members of the 2020 draft class — shortstop Nick Gonzales, and pitchers Carmen 


This list also includes 11 players who were acquired by Cherington via trades. The highest-rated players in that subgroup are shortstop Liover 
Peguero (acquired from Arizona in the Starling Marte deal) at #5 and outfielder Hudson Head (acquired from San Diego in the Joe Musgrove 


The Top 30 is made up of 16 pitchers and 14 position players. Four teenagers are included, with the youngest being 18-year-old third baseman 


Alexander Mojica at #30. The oldest player in the Top 30 is 26-year-old pitcher Wil Crowe (acquired from Washington in the Josh Bell deal). 


HERE’S PITTSBURGH’S FULL TOP 30 PROSPECTS LIST: 


1 | KE’BRYAN HAYES 


WEIGHT | 205 
AGE | 24 


POSITION | Third Base 
HEIGHT | 5-10 


NOTES | Earned Rawlings Gold Glove Award as best fielding third 
baseman in minor leagues three consecutive years (2017-2019)...Named 
Pirates Minor League Player of the Year in 2018 when he hit .293 with 45 
extra-base hits (31 doubles, 7 triples, 7 homers) in 117 games for Altoona 
(AA)...Selected as supplemental first-round pick in 2015 (32nd overall). 


2 | NICK GONZALES 


WEIGHT | 195 
AGE | 21 


POSITION | Second Base 
HEIGHT | 5-10 


NOTES | Led NCAA with .432 batting average as sophomore at New 
Mexico State in 2019...Named MVP of Cape Cod League during summer 
of 2019 when he hit .351 for Cotuit...Was leading NCAA in home runs 
(12) and RBI (36) when college baseball season was cut short due to 
COVID-19 pandemic in March of 2020...Originally joined New Mexico 
State squad as walk-on. 


3| QUINN PRIESTER 


WEIGHT | 210 
AGE | 20 


POSITION | Pitcher 
HEIGHT | 6-3 


NOTES | Pittsburgh’s first-round draft pick out of Cary-Grove (IL) High 
School in 2019...Made pro debut with Gulf Coast League Pirates (Rookie) 
hat summer, fanning 37 batters in 32.2 innings in eight games...Went 8-2 
with 1.00 ERA and struck out 90 batters in 60.1 innings as senior in high 
school, and was named Gatorade Player of the Year in state of Illinois. 


4| ONEIL CRUZ 


WEIGHT | 210 
AGE | 22 


POSITION | Shortstop 
HEIGHT | 6-7 


NOTES | Batted combined .286 in 70 games with Bradenton (High-A) 
and Altoona (AA) in 2019, missing time with foot injury...Named South 
Atlantic League’s top prospect after batting .286 with 46 extra-base hits 
-- including 14 homers -- with West Virginia (Low-A) in 2018...Named after 
his father’s favorite player, former major league outfielder Paul O’Neill. 


5| LIOVER PEGUERO 


WEIGHT | 200 
AGE | 20 


POSITION | Shortstop 
HEIGHT | 6-1 


NOTES | Batted combined .326 with 21 extra-base hits and 38 RBI 

in 60 games with Missoula (Rookie) and Hillsboro (Low-A) in 2019... 
Named to Pioneer League Mid-Season and Post-Season All-Star teams 
that year...Acquired from Arizona in Starling Marte deal in January of 
2020...Originally signed by Diamondbacks out of Dominican Republic 
in 2017 at age 16. 


6| HUDSON HEAD 


WEIGHT | 180 
AGE | 19 


POSITION | Outfielder 
HEIGHT | 6-1 


NOTES | Acquired from San Diego in Joe Musgrove deal in January of 
2021...Padres third-round pick in 2019 from Winston Churchill High School 
in San Antonio where he hit .615 with 13 homers and 54 RBI as senior and 
was also ambidextrous quarterback on football team...Batted .283 in 32 
games in Arizona (Rookie) League in pro debut during summer of 2019. 


7 | TAHNAJ THOMAS 


WEIGHT | 190 
AGE | 21 


POSITION | Pitcher 
HEIGHT | 6-4 


NOTES | Acquired from Cleveland Indians in deal that also brought 
infielder Erik Gonzalez to Pirates...Went 2-3 (3.17 ERA) in 12 starts for 
Bristol (Rookie) in 2019 and struck out 59 batters in 48.1 innings...Signed 
with Indians in 2017 out of Freeport in The Bahamas. 


8| BRENNAN MALONE 


WEIGHT | 205 
AGE | 20 


POSITION | Pitcher 
HEIGHT | 6-4 


NOTES | Drafted by Diamondbacks in first round (33rd overall) in 

2019 out of IMG Academy in Bradenton, FL...Acquired from Arizona in 
January 2020 deal for Starling Marte...Native of North Carolina made 
pro debut in 2019 with seven combined appearances (three starts) for 
Arizona affiliates in Arizona (Rookie) League and Northwest League 
(Short Season-A). 
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9| TRAVIS SWAGGERTY 


WEIGHT | 200 
AGE | 23 


POSITION | Outfielder 
oe HEIGHT | 5-11 


NOTES | First-round draft pick from University of South Alabama in 
2018...Hit .265 in 121 games with Bradenton (High-A) in 2019 when he 
was Florida State League All-Star...Led Marauders in runs scored (79) 
and stolen bases (23) that year...Hit .318 in three years at South Alabama, 
including .356 as sophomore when he was All-Sun Belt Conference. 


10 | CODY BOLTON 


WEIGHT | 230 
AGE | 22 


POSITION | Pitcher 
= HEIGHT | 6-3 


NOTES | Went 6-3 with 1.61 ERA in 12 starts for Bradenton (High-A) in 2019 
(69 strikeouts in 61.2 IP) before being promoted to Altoona (AA) in late 
June...Sixth-round draft pick in 2017 out of Tracy (CA) High School where 
he went 9-2 with a 1.13 ERA as senior and 24-6 with a 1.42 ERA overall... 
Turned down scholarship from University of Michigan to sign with Pirates. 


11| CARMEN MLODZINSKI 


WEIGHT | 232 
AGE | 22 


POSITION | Pitcher 
HEIGHT | 6-2 


NOTES | Competitive balance pick (31st overall) in 2020 MLB Draft out 
of University of South Carolina...Last two seasons with Gamecocks were 
cut short -- by foot injury in 2019 and pandemic in 2020...Named South 
Carolina 4A Player of Year as senior at Hilton Head High School in 2017 
when he went 7-2 with 1.49 ERA and 65 strikeouts in 42.1 innings. 


12| MIGUEL YAJURE 


WEIGHT | 220 
AGE | 22 


POSITION | Pitcher 
HEIGHT | 6-1 


NOTES | Acquired from New York Yankees in Jameson Taillon deal in 
January...Went combined 9-6 with 2.14 ERA in 24 games (20 starts) 
with Tampa (High-A) and Trenton (AA) in 2019...Led minor league 
baseball in ERA (minimum 125 IP) and Yankee farmhands in strikeouts 
(133) that year...Native of Venezuela made pro debut in Dominican 
Summer League in 2015. 


13 | EDDY YEAN 


WEIGHT | 180 
AGE | 19 


POSITION | Pitcher 
HEIGHT | 6-1 


NOTES | Acquired from Washington in Josh Bell deal last December...Made 
professional debut with Nationals Dominican Summer League team as 

17-year-old in 2018...Started combined 10 games for Washington affiliates in 
Gulf Coast League and New-York Penn League in 2019 when Cherington 
said he was “one of the better young pitchers in short-season baseball.” 


14| JI-HWAN BAE 


WEIGHT | 185 
AGE | 21 


POSITION | Shortstop 
Ae HEIGHT | 6-1 


NOTES | Native of South Korea signed with Pirates as non-drafted 
free agent in 2018...Batted .323 with 25 doubles, 31 steals and 69 runs 
scored in 86 games for Greensboro (Low-A) in 2019...Also gained 
experience playing for Geelong-Korea in Australian Baseball League in 
2019...Made professional debut in Gulf Coast (Rookie) League in 2018, 
batting .271 in 35 games. 


15 | MASON MARTIN 


WEIGHT | 220 
AGE | 21 


POSITION | First Base 
HEIGHT | 6-0 


NOTES | Pirates Minor League Player of the Year in 2019 when he 
collected 35 home runs and 129 RBI in 131 combined games for 
Greensboro (Low-A) and Bradenton (High-A)...Hit 60 homers in his first 
three minor league seasons (2017-2019). 


16 | JARED OLIVA 


WEIGHT | 205 
AGE | 25 


POSITION | Outfielder 
HEIGHT | 6-2 


NOTES | Eastern League All-Star in 2019 when he hit .277 with 36 extra- 
base hits, 70 runs scored and 36 steals in 123 games for Altoona (AA)... 
Also Curve’s MVP that year...2017 seventh-round pick from University 
of Arizona after hitting .321 in 59 games there as redshirt junior...Played 
with Kevin Newman of Pirates and Scott Kingery of Phillies in college. 


17 | JARED JONES 


WEIGHT | 180 
AGE |19 


POSITION | Pitcher 
HEIGHT | 6-1 


NOTES | Selected in second round of 2020 MLB Draft out of Mirada 
(CA) High School where he went 20-6 with 0.89 ERA in three seasons 
and limited opposition to .150 batting average...Hit .457 and went 7-1 
with 0.77 ERA as junior and was named Player of Year by Whittier Daily 
News...Three-time member of USA Baseball Junior National Team. 


18 | CALVIN MITCHELL 


WEIGHT | 205 
AGE | 22 


POSITION | Outfielder 
HEIGHT | 6-0 


NOTES | Florida State League All-Star and leading RBI man (64) for 
Bradenton (High-A) in 2019...South Atlantic League All-Star in 2018 

when he led West Virginia (Low-A) with 65 RBI...Second-round pick 
in 2017 MLB Draft from Rancho Bernardo (CA) High School. 


19 | SAMMY SIANI 


WEIGHT | 195 
AGE | 20 


POSITION | Outfielder 
HEIGHT | 6-0 


NOTES | 2019 supplemental first-round draft pick from William Penn 
Charter School in Philadelphia, where he batted .457 as senior...Named 
2019 Pennsylvania High School Player of Year by Perfect Game...Made pro 
debut in Gulf Coast (Rookie) League in 2019 (39 games)...His brother Mike 
Siani (also an outfielder) was drafted in fourth round by Cincinnati in 2018. 


20 | ROANSY CONTRERAS 


WEIGHT | 175 
AGE | 21 


POSITION | Pitcher 
HEIGHT | 6-0 


NOTES | Acquired from New York Yankees in Jameson Taillon deal in 
January...Compiled 12-5 record and 3.33 ERA in 24 starts for Charleston 
(Low-A) in 2019, his third professional season...Led team in victories, 
starts and innings pitched (132.1) that year. 


¥ 21| NICK GARCIA 


NOTES | Selected in third round of 2020 draft out of Chapman (CA) 
University...Went 9-O with 12 saves and 0.64 ERA in 30 appearances in 
2019 to lead Chapman to NCAA Division III national title...Named First 
Team Division III All-American that year. 


POSITION | Pitcher 
HEIGHT | 6-4 


WEIGHT | 215 
AGE | 21 


22 | BRAXTON ASHCRAFT 


¥ 
he. POSITION | Pitcher WEIGHT | 195 
‘ HEIGHT | 6-5 AGE | 21 


NOTES | Selected in second round of 2018 MLB Draft from Robinson 
(TX) High School...Struck out 103 batters in 70.1 innings as a senior and 
was also star receiver on football team...Chose signing with Pirates over 
scholarship offer from Baylor University. 


23 | WIL CROWE 


WEIGHT | 235 
AGE | 26 


POSITION | Pitcher 
HEIGHT | 6-2 


NOTES | Acquired from Washington in Josh Bell deal last December... 

Named Carolina League Pitcher of Year in 2018 after going 11-O (2.69 

ERA) in 16 games (15 starts) for Potomac (High-A)...Nationals second- 
round pick out of University of South Carolina in 2017. 


24 | OMAR CRUZ 


WEIGHT | 200 
AGE | 22 


POSITION | Pitcher 
HEIGHT | 6-0 


NOTES | Acquired from San Diego in Joe Musgrove deal in January... 
Fanned combined 76 batters in 56.0 innings in 12 starts for Tri-City 
(Low-A) and Fort Wayne (High-A) in 2019...Has compiled 2.38 ERA 
in his first two minor league seasons (26 ER, 98.1 IP). 


25 | JOSE SORIANO 


WEIGHT | 220 
AGE | 22 


POSITION | Pitcher 
HEIGHT | 6-3 


NOTES | Selected from Los Angeles (A.L.) in 2020 Rule 5 Draft... 
Underwent Tommy John surgery in February of 2020...Midwest League 
All-Star in 2019 when he went 5-6 (2.55 ERA) and 84 strikeouts in 77.2 
innings in 17 games for Burlington (Class A). 


CANAAN 
SMITH-NJIGBA 


WEIGHT | 240 
AGE | 21 


26 | 


POSITION | Outfield 
HEIGHT | 6-0 


NOTES | Acquired from New York Yankees in Jameson Taillon deal in 
January...New York’s fourth-round draft pick in 2017...South Atlantic 
League All-Star in 2019 when he hit .307 with 32 doubles, 11 homers and 
74 RBI in 124 games with Charleston (Low-A). 


27 | ENDY RODRIGUEZ 


WEIGHT | 170 
AGE | 20 


POSITION | Catcher 
HEIGHT | 6-0 


NOTES | Acquired from New York Mets in Joe Musgrove deal in 
January...Can also play first base and outfield...Hit .294 in 31 combined 
games with Gulf Coast League and Dominican Summer League teams 
in 2019, his second year as a professional. 


28 | MAX KRANICK 


WEIGHT | 210 
AGE | 23 


POSITION | Pitcher 
HEIGHT | 6-3 


NOTES | Selected in llth round of 2016 MLB Draft out of Valley View 
(PA) High School...Was 6-7 with 3.79 ERA in 20 games (all starts) 
for Bradenton (High-A) in 2019...Cherington called him “a young, big, 
strong, physical guy who we think has a chance to start.” 


29 | MICHAEL BURROWS 


WEIGHT | 183 
AGE | 21 


diy. | 
POSITION | Pitcher 
HEIGHT | 6-2 


NOTES | 11th-round pick in 2018 MLB Draft from Waterford (CT) High 

School where he went 6-0 with an 0.38 ERA as a senior and recorded 
back-to-back no-hitters...Fanned 43 batters in 43.2 innings in 11 starts 
for West Virginia (Short Season-A) in 2019. 


30 | ALEXANDER MOJICA 


WEIGHT | 195 
AGE | 18 


POSITION | Third Base 
HEIGHT | 6-1 


NOTES | Made strong statement during first year as professional in 2019, 
batting .351 with 14 doubles, eight homers and 46 RBI in 55 games in 
Dominican Summer League...Signed with Pittsburgh out of DR during 
2018-2019 international signing period. 


MAES. 
PNC PARK EVENTS 


HOST YOUR EVENT AT PNC PARK 


Whether it’s hosting your next meeting in one of our venues, taking 


your engagement photos, or hosting a batting practice on the 
field — PNC Park is your destination to host the perfect event. 


VENUES 
Jim Beam Left Field Lounge | Home Plate Club | Club Cambria | Keystone Corner | 
Gunner’s Lounge | Club 3000 | Business Center | Clubhouse | Miller Lite Skull Bar | 


ANN REGAN 

PNC PARK 412.325.4746 
ann.regan@pirates.com 
pirates.com/pncparkevents 


n any house. — 


This season the stands might not be packed. But we're still cheering on the Bucs. 


As a leader in wood preservation technologies, we help ensure your deck is the 
perfect spot this season, next season and for years to come, 


So whether you're watching from the bleachers or your back deck, we make sure 
you still have the best seat in the house. 


Protecting What Matters. 


<e ie PE RS 1s = Preserving the Future. 
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During the 2021 season, Greg Brown and 
Joe Block will once again serve as the 
Pirates’ play-by-play announcers, calling 
the action for all games televised on 
AT&T SportsNet Pittsburgh and carried on 
flagship radio station 93.7 The Fan and the 
Pirates Radio Network. Bob Walk and John 
Wehner return as color analysts and three 
other former Pirates — Matt Capps, Michael 
McKenry and Kevin Young — will also 
spend time in that role on a rotating basis. 


Brown is in his 28th season as a Pirates’ 
play-by-play man, matching Bob Prince 
(1948-1975) in terms of the number of years 
handling those duties. Only Lanny Frattare 
(33 years, 1976-2008) called more games 
in that capacity for Pittsburgh than Brown, 
who has described the action of more than 
4,000 contests since 1994. 


Known for his outgoing personality and 

his tremendous passion for the Pirates, the 

Emmy-winning Brown has made the phrase 
“Raise the Jolly Roger” synonymous with 

Bucco victories and “Clear the Deck, Cannon 

Ball Comin” his signature home run call. 


Brown’s association with the Pirates began 
during the 1979 World Championship 
season, when he interned in the promotions 
department while attending Point Park 
College. He went on to enjoy a 10-year stint 
in the team’s front office that also included 
work in the sales, public relations, and 
broadcasting departments. 


In 1988, Brown worked as a sports anchor 
on WFMJ-TV in Youngstown, OH. He then 
spent five years (1989-1993) doing play-by- 
play and color commentary for the Buffalo 
Bisons — which was the Pirates’ Triple-A 
farm club. Brown also served as a radio 
color analyst and pre- and post-game 
host for the NFL’s Buffalo Bills those five 
years. During his time in Buffalo, he also 
worked as the play-by-play announcer 
for University of Buffalo basketball and a 
broadcaster for Empire TV Sports Network. 


Block is in his sixth season as a member 
of the Pirates’ broadcast crew, having 
come aboard in 2016. He handled radio 
play-by-play for the Milwaukee Brewers 
from 2012 to 2015, working alongside Hall 
of Fame broadcaster Bob Uecker. Block 
spent the 2011 campaign hosting the 
Dodgers’ post-game radio show on KABC- 
AM in Los Angeles. Prior to that, he called 
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nine seasons of minor league baseball in 
places such as Billings, MT; Great Falls, 
MT; Jacksonville, FL; St. Paul, MN; and 
Charleston, SC. 


Block’s broadcasting resume also includes 
more than 10 years calling college football 
and basketball games for various regional 
TV networks. The Michigan State University 
graduate also worked as a radio studio host 
for the NBA’s New Orleans Hornets from 
2007 to 2011. 


Walk is in his 28th season on the Pirates’ 
broadcast crew, having worked with Brown 
every year since 1994. The former pitcher 
spent 10 of his 14 major league seasons 
with Pittsburgh (1984-1993). He compiled 
a 105-81 lifetime record, which included an 
82-61 mark with the Pirates. Walk posted 
six straight winning seasons from 1987 to 
1992 and was a National League All-Star in 
1988. He posted a career-high 13 victories 
with Pittsburgh in 1989, and again in 1993. 


One of his finest moments as a Pirate came 
when he registered a 7-1, complete-game 

victory over the Atlanta Braves in Game #5 
of the 1992 NLCS at Three Rivers Stadium. 
That night, he scattered three hits over 9.0 
innings of work and defeated Steve Avery. 


Wehner, a Pittsburgh native and Carrick 
High School graduate, is in his 17th year as 

a member of the Pirates’ broadcast team. 
The former infielder has now spent 30 
seasons in the organization, which includes 
two stints as a player (1991-1996, 1999-2001). 


n 1997, he was a member of the Florida 
Marlins’ World Championship club that 
was managed by Jim Leyland. During his 
second tour of duty with the Pirates, he hit 
the last home run in the history of Three 
Rivers Stadium — on October 1, 2000 off 
Jon Lieber of the Chicago Cubs. Prior to 
starting his current job in 2005, Wehner was 
a coach for the Altoona Curve, Pittsburgh’s 
Double-A affiliate in the Eastern League, in 
2003 and 2004. 


Capps — a former pitcher 
— appeared in 85 games 
and went 9-1 as a rookie 
with Pittsburgh in 2006 
and registered 27 saves 
in his final season with the 
club in 2009. He split the 2010 campaign 
between Washington and Minnesota and 
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registered a career-high 42 saves that year. The native of Douglasville, GA appeared in 444 games and recorded 138 saves during his major 
league career, which ended in 2012. This is his first season as a color analyst. 


McKenry, who has served as a pre- and post- 
game studio host on AT&T SportsNet Pittsburgh 
each of the past three years, also did some 
in-game color commentary in 2020. “The Fort” 
was a catcher with Pittsburgh for three seasons, 
including 2012 when he appeared in a career- 
high 88 games and belted 12 home runs. The Knoxville, TN native 
also played for Colorado and St. Louis during his seven-year major 
league career (2010-2016). 


In addition to his role as a special assistant in the 
Pirates’ baseball operations department, Young 
will serve as color analyst for the first time this 
season. The former first baseman, who spent 11 


@ Erie 


years in a Pittsburgh uniform (1992-1995 and 1997-2003), posted 
back-to-back seasons with more than 25 homers and 100 RBI in 
1998 and 1999. 


Young was the Pirates’ Minor League Player of the Year in 1991 
before making his major league debut the following season. He 
appeared in a total of 1,022 games at first base for Pittsburgh and 
ranks third on the club’s all-time list for games played at that 
position — behind Gus Suhr (1,339) and Jake Beckley (1,045). 
Young, who also played for Kansas City in 1996, finished his 
career with 144 home runs, 606 RBI and a .258 batting average. 
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' Hunger is closer than you think. Reach out to your local food bank 
Ad forwaystodo yourpart. Visit = hein 


PNC PARK 


nlisvii 


/ f eo, inoona saivaid 
“GUEEELacce 


XAT 
: 


Le 
ee 


oe, 


Pirabes on improving in 2021 


102 + Fe 27, BORA 


Top Stories 


OFFICIAL APP OF THE 


PITTSBURGH PIRATES 


Gadeasts with wour lavariie JnnGUMCcers, Cl 


o highlights and much mare 


4. | = = 
® spotiow PP Googe: Pay | tJ amazon 


MAIN CONCOURSE 


FEDERAL STREET - 


Y 


Y 
Y 


yee 
, V/for 


he 


Vy 
YG 


Uy 


Ya 


7 Sg ZY | 
YM _ZE: 


_ NOSNISOUY 1V4AN39 LSAM 


AVM INSOUAZVAN 


UPPER LEVEL 


FEDERAL STREET 


a 
i=] 
= 
L 
i=] 
i=) 
ce 


WEST GENERAL ROBINSON 


ASIA. 
a suo 
‘Noo 


AVM IMSOURZVW 


QQ QR RRQ DRDRRRDDOY A 


KEY 


Enjoy a fun experience 

for lunch, pre-game and post- 
game featuring perfectly 
prepared salads, sandwiches, 
burgers and appetizers. 


Pizza, sandwiches, salads 
and more. 


Just for kids. Located at th 
BUCAROOS uaa a SORE 


Shelves and shelves of 


BEER your favorite canned beers 
HERE available at this grab-and-go. 
THE b, e A variety of ice cream 
CEDIA é creations like the-fan favorite 
cregmeny the Helmet Cookie Sundae. 
———a This patio area has a view of 


Crow’s Nest the city skyline and features 
the Arnold Palmer Spiked Bar, 
serving beer, wine and soda. 
Also visit Pittsburgh staples 
Primanti’s and Quaker Steak 
& Lube. 


Exhibition-style grilled items. 
Located near sections 115, 
120, 127, and 314. 


Pick up appetizers and 
entrée items with seating 
and standing room available. 


J Bray 


LEFT FIELD LOUNGE 


A unique grab & go location 
featuring carvery station, 
salads, snacks and more. 


CONCESSIONS MAPS 


Full-service bar is open 
to all Guests. General 
concession items plus 

a carving station is open 
with chef’s choice items. 


Traditional ballpark favorites. 


Food court with PA Craft, 
Chicken-on-the-Hill, Familee 
BBQ, Chickie’s and Pete’s, 
and Cold Beer Here. 


A Pittsburgh tradition — 
enjoy a Primanti Bros Almost 
Famous sandwich! 


Pick up a bucket of wings 
and choose from five 
different sauces available. 


Signature footlong hot dogs 
and sausages. 


Hand-dipped and soft- 
served ice cream. 


Eat tacos. Drink beer. 


Located on the upper 
TERRACE BAR concourse, this full service 

bar offers a variety of wines, 

mixed drinks and craft beers. 
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GUEST RELATIONS 
TICKETS 

ATM MACHINE 
REVERSE ATM MACHINE 
WOMEN’S RESTROOM 
MEN’S RESTROOM 
FAMILY RESTROOM 
STAIRS 

ESCALATORS 
ELEVATOR 

FIRST AID 

AED 

SECURITY 
REDEMPTION AREA 
50/50 LOCATIONS 


HUNT AUCTIONS 


PIRATES CLUBHOUSE STORE 


BUCAROOS KIDS CLUB 


MLB BALLPARK APP 


MAMAVA 


PIRATES 


ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE POLICIES 


Guests who appear to be under the age 
of 30 are required to show valid photo 

ID indicating legal proof of age when 
purchasing alcohol inside the ballpark. 
Alcoholic beverage sales are limited to two 
(2) alcoholic beverages per person, per 
ID, per transaction. Alcohol sales will be 
discontinued at the end of the 7th inning at 
all, vendor and concession stands. The Miller 
Lite Skull Bar, Crow’s Nest, and Terrace 
Bar will continue to serve alcohol until the 
end of the game. The Jim Beam Left Field 
Lounge will continue to serve alcohol a 
minimum of 30 minutes after the end of the 
game. The Pirates and Game Day Security 
Team Members reserve the right to remove 
any Guest who appears visibly intoxicated 
or is being unruly or disruptive due to his 
or her intoxication. The Pirates also reserve 
the right to deny admission to any individual 
who appears intoxicated during his or 

her entry into PNC Park. The Pirates and 
concessions vendors also reserve the right 
to deny alcoholic beverage service to any 
Guest who appears intoxicated. 


ANIMALS 


Guests with a disability may be 
accompanied by a service animal during 
an event at PNC Park. For those Guests 
interested in attending a game with a dog 
that is not a service animal, the Pirates 
offer specifically designated "Pup Nights” 
at PNC Park. For more information, please 
call 1-800-BUY-BUCS (1-800-289-2927) 
or visit pirates.com/pups. 


AUTOGRAPHS 


Due to COVID-19 safety protocols and 
Major League Baseball regulations, Pirates 
players will not be signing autographs 
during games. 


AUTOMOBILE ASSISTANCE 


Beginning in the seventh inning and 
continuing post-game, AAA East Central 
will offer complimentary service to Guests 
needing automotive assistance. The “Buc 
Truck” is located at the west side of the 
ballpark to help fans with automotive 
difficulties. To reach the Buc Truck, please 
see a Guest Relations representative 

or stop by the nearest Guest Relations 
location. Guests may also contact AAA 
directly by phoning (412) 362-1900. 


BANNERS/SIGNS 


The Pirates welcome signs and 

banners. To ensure that these articles do not 
pose a safety risk or detract 

from the enjoyment of other guests, 

the Pirates request you adhere to the 
following guidelines: 


Please do not place banners/signs 

in the eyesight of the batter, hang over 
the outfield fences or behind foul poles. 
Banners should in no way infringe on 
the sightlines of players, umpires or 
other PNC Park Guests. The banners/ 
signs must be 4' x 8’or smaller in size. 
Banners/signs may not be placed 
anywhere inside the playing field, 

and may not contain any messages or 
images determined by the Pirates to 
be commercial, political, derogatory or 
obscene as determined by the Pirates. 


The Pirates reserve the right to remove any 
banner/sign that violates these guidelines. 


BREAK IN PLAY POLICY 


To minimize disruption to our seated 
guests, the pirates request that whenever 
feasible, fans with tickets in the lower 
bowl (Sections 101-132) return to their 
seats between batters or during a 
stoppage in play. 


BAG POLICY 


Guests are NOT permitted to bring any 
style bags into PNC Park, except for 

bags used exclusively for Medical or ADA 
Equipment; or Diaper bags for the care of 
infants and young toddlers. Clutch purses 
measuring no greater than 8” X 5" by 1", are 
acceptable. All bags meeting the exceptions 
are subject to search and will be marked 
with a daily pass. 


CAMERAS AND VIDEO RECORDERS 


Guests are welcome to bring cameras and 
video recorders (not in hard-sided cases) 
into the ballpark for personal use only. 
Commercial use of photos without the 
expressed written consent of the Pirates 

is prohibited. Fans are requested to avoid 
standing in the aisles while using this 
equipment. Guests should not obstruct the 
views of others while taking pictures and 
refrain from using tri-pods and monopods. 
The Pirates reserve the right to remove any 
Guests that do not cooperate with this policy. 


CHEVRON STEM ZONE 


For the safety of all of our young Guests, the 
Chevron Stem Zone will be closed due to 
COVID-19 safety protocols. Future Bucs can 
take a break from the action at the Chevron 
STEM Zone located at the Right Field Gate. 
The STEM Zone features a miniature PNC 
Park configuration, multi-purpose play set, 
various STEM learning interactive exhibits, 
VR home run derby and pitching metrics 
cage, and a broadcast booth where kids 
can call classic Pirates moments. Children 
ages five through ten are permitted and 
must be accompanied by an adult. For the 
safety of all of our young guests, Pirates 
Team Members may close the area during 
inclement weather. 


CHILD ADMITTANCE 


PNC Park offers complimentary 
admission to children under 32" in 
height. However, we do request that these 
children sit in their parent or guardian’s 
lap and not occupy an additional seat. 
Promotional giveaway items are only 
available for ticketed Guests. Children’s 
ticket prices are available in certain 
sections of PNC Park. See individual 
ticket prices for more information. 


DESIGNATED DRIVER PROGRAM 


The Designated Driver Program is 
presented by Miller Lite and Aramark. 
Registrants for the Designated Driver 
Program must be 21 years of age 
and have a valid Driver’s License. 
For more information, please visit 
the Designated Driver booth near 
Section 101. 


DEROGATORY LANGUAGE - 
ABUSIVE FAN BEHAVIOR 


The Pirates are committed to maintaining 
an environment free from harassment, 
and strictly prohibit the use of Derogatory 
Language by any guest, employee or visitor 
to PNC Park. Derogatory Language is 

the use of offensive language concerning 
another individual’s, race, color, religion, 
ancestry, national origin, age, gender, 
genetics, gender identity or expression, 
sexual orientation, or marital, familial or 
disability status or status as a covered 
Veteran or any other status protected by 
law. Each complaint of abusive fan behavior 
based on the use of Derogatory Language 
will be promptly investigated and persons 
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who are credibly found to have violated 
this policy will be subject to discipline, up 
to and including ejection from the game 
and potential ban from PNC Park at the 
discretion of the Pirates. 


Guests, employees and other visitors to 
PNC Park may report an individual’s use 
of Derogatory Language as follows: 


1. Texting SECURITY to 61592 with their 
seat location; 


2. Reporting an issue of Derogatory 
Language to a Pirates employee; 
and/or 


3. Reporting an issue of Derogatory 
Language to an Aramark or 
Fanatics employee. 


DISABILITY SERVICES 


The Pirates are committed to providing 
every Guest with a comfortable and 
enjoyable experience at the ballpark, 
including those Guests with disabilities. 
To accommodate our Guests with 
disabilities, PNC Park offers the following: 


* Drop-off zones located near the 
ballpark along Mazeroski Way and 
West General Robinson Street. 


¢ Parking for Guests with disabilities 
in all Pirates parking lots surrounding 
PNC Park. This parking is available 
on a first-come first-served basis. 
Call ALCO Parking Corporation at 
(412) 323-4455 for more information. 


Accessible seating options throughout 
the ballpark. If an exchange is required 
for an accessible seating location, 
please visit any ticket window or visit 
the Guest Relations office at the base of 
the Peoples Home Plate Rotunda. 


Assisted listening devices available 
upon request at the Guest Relations 
office at the base of the Peoples Home 
Plate Rotunda. 

Open captioned scoreboard 

to accommodate Guests with 

hearing impairments. 


Elevators conveniently located 
throughout the ballpark (see map). 


Guests in need of a wheelchair can 
request wheelchair services from 
any Pirates employee throughout 
the ballpark. Guests can also contact 
any Guest Relations staff member 
for assistance. 


The PNC Park event staff is ready 

to help with any questions you may 
have about access to and within PNC 
Park. While attending events at the 
ballpark, please contact a member of our 
Guest Relations staff for assistance or 
information. When away from the ballpark, 
please phone 1-800-BUY-BUCS for 
disability access information. 


FAMILY RESTROOMS 


For the convenience of our Guests, Family 
Restrooms are located on each level of 
PNC Park. Smoking is not permitted in 
these locations or throughout the ballpark. 
All Family Restrooms are accessible for our 
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Guests with disabilities. 


* Main Concourse: Pops’ Plaza 
(near Section 132); near Sections 
115 and 119; Crow's Nest 
(Section 112) 


* Club Level: near World Series Suite 
1979; near Sections 222/223, 209/210; 
and near Section 201 


* Upper Concourse: near Sections 305, 
316 and 331 


* Outfield/Riverwalk: near Section 
146 and 133; right field handicap access 
ramp 


FAN INTERFERENCE 


In the interest of player and Guest safety, 
PNC Park maintains a zero tolerance policy 
regarding fan interference with a ball in 
play or a player during the game. Failure to 
comply with the policy will result in 
immediate removal from PNC Park and 
potential criminal sanctions. 


FOUL BALLS 


Guests are welcome to keep any foul ball 
hit into the stands. At no time should a 
foul or home run ball be thrown back 

on the field. Violators will be subject to 
ejection at the Club’s discretion. Any Guest 
interfering with a ball in play will also be 
subject to ejection at the Club’s discretion. 
Unfortunately, the Pirates are not able 

to accommodate requests for player 
autographs of foul balls. 


GATES OPEN 


Gates open one and one half hours 
(11/2) prior to game time and two hours 
on Opening Day. For games starting at 
7:05pm or later, the Clemente Gate opens 
two and one half hours (2 1/2) prior to 
game time. For daytime starts earlier than 
7:05pm, the Clemente Gate opens two 
hours (2) prior to game time. 


The Home Plate Club and the Jim Beam 
Left Field Lounge will open two (2) hours 
prior to game time. 


One designated entry point will be 
available for Season Ticket Holders at 

the Peoples Home Plate Gate and the 
Allegheny Health Network Left Field Gate. 


GUEST CONDUCT 


Guests must refrain from conduct 
that is inconsistent with a safe and 
enjoyable atmosphere at PNC Park, 
including but not limited to: 


* Interfering with other Guests 
ability to enjoy the game; 

* Using foul, derogatory, or abusive 
language and/or gestures; 

* Appearing to be in an impaired 
or intoxicated capacity; 

* Using tobacco products of 
any kind, including e-cigarettes 
& smokeless tobacco; 

* Failing to produce a ticket on 
request or sitting in a seat which 
is not ticketed; 


* Being in possession of certain items 
that are not permitted within PNC 


Park, including but not limited to 
balloons, Bluetooth speaker, drones, 
fireworks, footballs, Frisbee discs, 
glass bottles, hoverboards, inflatable 
balls, laser pointers, motorcycle 
helmets, outside alcoholic beverages, 
weapons of any kind, or other item 
determined by the Pirates to be 
hazardous or disruptive; 


Interfering with the progress of the 
game, a ball in play or throwing objects 
onto or entering the playing field. 


Wearing clothing which, in the 
judgment of the Pirates, is indecent or 
otherwise detracts from the experience 
of other Guests. 


Violators may be subject to ejection 
and/or possible arrest. 


GUEST RELATIONS 


Guests may seek assistance from any 

PNC Park Team Member. Guest Relations 
presented by the Bradenton Area 
Convention and Visitors Bureau locations 
can be found throughout the ballpark and 
are open at least one and one-half hours 
(11/2) prior to each game and 30 minutes 
after each game. Guest Relations locations 
are as follows: 


* Guest Relations Office: at the 
bottom of Peoples Home 
Plate Rotunda 


¢« Upper Kiosk: near Section 319 
at the Peoples Rotunda 


¢ Information Kiosks: near Left 
Field Rotunda 


* Main Concourse Kiosk: near 
Section 116 


« Admin Guest Relations: 
on Federal Street 


KIDS IDENTIFICATION BRACELETS 


Young children attending Pirates games 
may obtain a free ID bracelet personalized 
with their name and seat location, enabling 
event staff to return lost children to 
their seats. Wristbands are available for 
all home games at any Guest Relations 
location. Please report concerns about a 
lost child to the nearest Guest Relations 
location or contact any PNC Park Team 
Member for assistance. 


LOST AND FOUND 

Lost articles may be turned in at any Guest 
Relations location during the game. Security 
will record pertinent information and lost 
articles will be cataloged and maintained 
for 30 days. Guests needing assistance in 
retrieving lost items during non-game hours 
may call 24-Hour Security at (412) 325-4869. 


LOST CHILDREN/MISSING PERSONS 
Guests should report any missing 

persons at any Guest Relations location 
(See Guest Relations for locations). Guest 
Relations Team Members will work closely 
with the PNC Park game day security staff 
to locate the missing individual(s). 


NURSING MOTHERS 


In partnership with Mamava, PNC Park 
provides Guests access to clean and 
comfortable spaces to breastfeed, use a 
breast pump, or care for young children. 
There are two nursing areas in PNC Park: 
¢« A nursing pod is located on the 
main concourse at Section 131. 


« A nursing room is located in our 
Guest Relations office at the bottom 
of the Peoples Home Plate Rotunda. 


You can access these spaces through the 


Mamava app, or by visiting any of our Guest 


Relations locations. 


POSTPONED GAMES 


The Pirates have the right to postpone 
the playing of any game at PNC Park. 
Under the provisions of the Official Playing 
Rules, the Umpire-in-Chief has the sole 
and unquestioned authority to determine 
whether and when play will be halted 
during a game; whether and when play 
will be resumed; and whether and when a 
game will be terminated because of bad 
weather or unfit playing conditions. The 
Official Playing Rules provide that when 
a game is temporarily suspended for rain, 
umpires must wait 30 minutes before 
calling the game. 


Should there be a second suspension of 
play, umpires will wait at least 45 minutes 
before calling a game. For third and 

any subsequent rain delays umpires are 
instructed wait at least 30 minutes before 
calling a game. 


If a game is postponed or cancelled, 
please visit pirates.com/raincheck for 
information on makeup dates and times 
as well as ticket exchange policies. 


QUIET ROOM 

Guests who are in need of a quiet area 
can visit the Main Guest Relations Office 
located at the bottom of the Peoples 
Home Plate Rotunda. 


SAFETY REGULATIONS 

For the comfort and security of all our 
Guests, we do not allow Guests to enter 
PNC Park with weapons of any kind, 
hazardous, and/or disruptive items. 
Samples of these items that are not 
permitted in the ballpark include balloons, 
Bluetooth speaker, drones, fireworks, 
footballs, Frisbee discs, hoverboards, 
inflatable balls, laser pointers, motorcycle 
helmets and weapons of any kind. The 
Pirates reserve the right to inspect and 
remove any packages and/or containers. 


If a Guest experiences difficulties with 
other Guest(s) and is in need of assistance 
or would like to report a safety concern 
in the ballpark, contact the nearest Team 
Member or operations personnel. 


Also see Security Text and Umbrella Policy 


SCOREBOARD MESSAGES 


For a $35 donation to Pirates Charities, 
you can have a personal message 
displayed on the PNC Park scoreboard. 
It’s a great way to say “Happy Birthday” 
or “Congratulations!” to your favorite 
Pirates fan. A maximum of 20 messages 
are displayed during every home game. 


For more information about scoreboard 
messages, please contact the Scoreboard 
Message Hotline at (412)325-4992 or email 
Piratescharities@pirates.com. 


Message forms are also available online 
at pirates.com/scoreboardmessages. 

A service fee will be applied to online 
orders. All messages are subject to 
availability and the Pirates have the 

right to refuse any request. All donations 
benefit Pirates Charities. 


SECURITY TEXT 


If a Guest experiences difficulties with 
other Guest(s) in the ballpark or is 

in need of assistance from ballpark 
operations personnel for any other 
issue (medical, security, etc.), they are 
encouraged to use theirmobile phone to 
anonymously text the word SECURITY 
and their seat location to 61592. The 
request will be received by PNC Park 
security, and the appropriate personnel 
will be dispatched to the appropriate 
location to respond to the request, as 
needed. Standard text messaging rates 
may apply. 


SENSORY INCLUSION 


Partnering with Allegheny Health Network 


and KultureCity, PNC Park is striving to 
make Pirates games more inclusive and 
comfortable for Guests with sensory 
processing needs. Located on our Suite 
Level in Suite 65, a sensory room is 
available for all Guests with sensory 
processing needs. The room contains 
items such as bubble walls, sensory art 
panels, sensory touch panels, and bean 
bags. Guests will be allotted 15 minutes 
inside the room, and a Pirates team 
member will be designated to the room 
to assist with any needs. Please reach out 
to a Pirates team member if you need 
assistance in finding the sensory room. 


Sensory bags containing fidget toys, 
noise-cancelling headphones, weighted 
lap pads, and other sensory resources are 
available at no charge in the Main Guest 
Relations Office located at the bottom of 
the Peoples Home Plate Rotunda. A valid 
credit card or acceptable form of picture 
identification, such as a valid driver's 
license or non-driver government-issued 
photo ID card, is required as a deposit. 
Additionally, Pirates team members are 


trained to recognize opportunities to assist 
with these Guests’ enjoyment of the game. 


STROLLERS 


PNC Park welcomes Guests that bring 
and utilize their own strollers however, 
the use of strollers should not in any 
way inhibit general Guest movement or 
block any aisle ways. Strollers are not 
available to rent. Strollers may be subject 
to search by game day security staff. 


“T” SERVICE 
FREE “T” service between the Golden 
Triangle Stations to the North Side Station 
and between Allegheny Station and the 
North Side Station. FREE and frequent “T” 
Service is provided before and after Pirates 
Events. 
“T” Service is provided from: 

* Weekdays from 5:06am to 12:44am 

¢ Saturdays from 5:41am to 12:48am 

* Sundays from 5:41am to 11:189m 


TOBACCO POLICY 

In consideration of the health and comfort 
of others, the use of tobacco products 

of any kind is not permitted anywhere in 
Park. This policy also applies to e-cigarettes 
and smokeless tobacco. The Club reserves 
the right to eject any Guest violating 

this policy. 


UMBRELLA POLICY 


Umbrellas are permitted inside PNC Park. 
For the safety and viewing enjoyment of 
all Guests, umbrellas may not be opened 
during play. Umbrellas may be opened 
during rain delays. 
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BASEBALL CROSSWORD 
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ACROSS 


When a runner gets caught between two 
bases, it’s called this. It’s also a food. 
_strikes and you’re out! 

A type of pitch that is purposely slow. 
Another word for baseball glove. 

“Buy me some peanuts and .” 

A mistake made by a fielder. 

The playing surface of baseball. 


The player who crouches behind home plate. 


Four of these leads to a walk. 
A hit that lands the player on first base. 
The relief pitchers sit here during the game. 


ANSWER KEY ON PAGE 132 


DOWN 


When a pitcher throws 27 consecutive outs without 
allowing a hit or walk, he’s achieved this. 
Abbreviation for earned run average. 

A swing and amiss, or a foul ball. 

The player who stands on the mound and 

throws the ball. 

Baseball’s word for head coach. 


. There’s plenty of this at the ballpark. 
. Much of the infield is made of this. 


A pitch that suddenly breaks down. 


. Hitters wear this for protection. 
. Ahit that lands the player on second base. 


If you’re not safe, you’re_! 
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ACROSS 


When a runner gets caught between two 
bases, it’s called this. It’s also a food. 
_strikes and you’re out! 

A type of pitch that is purposely slow. 
Another word for baseball glove. 

“Buy me some peanuts and .” 

A mistake made by a fielder. 

The playing surface of baseball. 


The player who crouches behind home plate. 


Four of these leads to a walk. 
A hit that lands the player on first base. 
The relief pitchers sit here during the game. 


DOWN 


When a pitcher throws 27 consecutive outs without 


allowing a hit or walk, he’s achieved this. 
Abbreviation for earned run average. 

A swing and a miss, or a foul ball. 

The player who stands on the mound and 
throws the ball. 


. Baseball’s word for head coach. 

. There’s plenty of this at the ballpark. 

. Much of the infield is made of this. 

. A pitch that suddenly breaks down. 

. Hitters wear this for protection. 

. A hit that lands the player on second base. 
. If you’re not safe, you’re_! 


KIDS GAME 
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You're never far 
from home with 
this in your pocket. 
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